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SCHS Board Meetings:

The Next Board Meeting

Socorro County Historical Society 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. 

 will be 
held on Tuesday, July 13, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Hammel Museum.

All Society members are invited to 
attend Board meetings.

Annual Meeting Recap

Continued next page
 E

The Annual Meeting and Banquet for the Socorro 
County Historical Society was held at Rancher’s 
Steakhouse on Friday evening, April 30, 2010. Avoiding 
all the graduation activities in May allowed for good turn 
out. About 50 attended with 48 paid meals (Rancher’s did 
not charge for the two children guests) and two or three 
others arrived after the dinner to hear the public talk.

Dinner.
This year’s dinner was 
as tasty as always with a 
choice of top sirloin or 
chicken breast from the 
Rancher’s Steakhouse 
grill. I was assured that 
the double chocolate 
cake desert was zero 
calories!

Business Meeting. 
The annual business meeting consisted of the election 

of next year’s officers and a new board member. 
Since no new nominations were received from the 

membership, the current slate of officers agreed to serve 
for an additional term. This was approved and the officers 
subsequently elected by the membership on hand. The 
SCHS officers for the next year are:

Robert Eveleth President
Kay Brower Treasurer
Paul Harden Secretary

President Robert Eveleth gave the membership a 
status report of the Society, which is quite healthy. The 
main activity during 2009 was the repair to the Hammel 
Museum collapsed wall. The wall was completely rebuilt 
and restored by Accurate Construction Company. 
Additionally, the southern portion of the ground floor was 
repaired with new cement. Instead of the large cracks and 
missing pieces, it is now smooth and substantial for years 
of service. In spite of these necessary costly repairs, which 

Some of the fifty people in 
attendance at the 2010 Annual 
Meeting and Banquet.
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Annual Meeting (con’t)

have all been paid in full, the SCHS remains in healthy 
financial condition with money in the bank and a growing 
investment account, with much thanks to Kay Brower, 
serving as Treasurer for the past several years.

As you may recall, this time last year the outlook for the 
Society was grim facing a $30,000 building repair and 
uncertain funding. Since then, several Society members 
made significant contributions and matching funds. 
Combined with cost saving construction methods, the 
Hammel Museum has been fully repaired and in good 
physical condition. Many thanks to all who helped with 
our repair endeavors.

In closing the business meeting, Thaddeus Bejnar was 
nominated as a Board Member, which was unanimously 
approved by the membership. Also, Valerie Kimble was 
nominated for a board member and approved at the June 
board meeting. Welcome aboard Thaddeus and Valerie. 

Guest of Honor.
Our guest of honor was Alex Ulibarri, who attended with 
his wife, Jennie, son Melvin, and other family. Mr. Ulibarri 
was presented with a plaque of appreciation for his years 
of service as caretaker to the Illinois (Hammel) Brewery 
from 1956 through 1986. We also learned that his son, 
Melvin, had also worked at the bottling plant for several 
years while a young man. The plaque and a photo of the 
Ulabarri family will be placed in the museum as a lasting 
memorial to the Ulabarri’s service to one of Socorro’s 
landmark businesses and buildings.

Public Talk.
Jon Spargo gave an excellent presentation of the 

restoration work being performed on old AT&SF engine 
2926 in Albuquerque. While many of us remember the 
engine from Coronado Park near I-40 for years, we were 
all surprised to learn 2926 is one of the largest steam 
locomotives ever built. Spargo had numerous photo slides 
and stories of the immense job undertaken thus far to 
restore the massive engine and tender. The work has been 
done by countless volunteers and hours of the New 
Mexico Steam Locomotive and Historical Restoration 
Society (NMSL&HRS).

The present status is that the huge fuel oil and water 
tender is now fully restored, painted, and re-lettered (see 
photo). The engine still has a long ways to go, but it has 
been nearly completely torn down with installing the new 
flue pipes in the boiler now underway.

When completed, it will be the largest rigid frame 
locomotive operational in the world with plans to use her 
as an excursion and educational train, hopefully 
rumbling down the Santa Fe rails in the near future.

Thanks to all who helped with this year’s annual 
banquet, and those who attended in support of SCHS.

Our guest of honor, Alex Ulibarri (left) with wife 
Jennie and son, Milton. Alex was the caretaker 
for the Illinois (Hammel) Brewery from 1956 
through 1986.

Photo courtesy NMSL&HRS
After years of work, the tender has been 
completely restored and painted. It is a work of 
art that will someday fuel engine 2926.

Photo courtesy NMSL&HRS
In spite of its current appearance, years of 
work has also been invested in the engine. The 
firebox and boiler has been rebuilt and 
cleaned with the new flue pipes now being 
installed. Federal inspections are required for 
each step as 2926 is being restored for full 
operational service.



Socorro County Historical Society
Minutes of the Board Meeting
June 8, 2010 at the Hammel Museum

1.  Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Hammel 
Museum.  Members in attendance: Robert Eveleth, Roy 
Heatwole, Paul Harden, Thaddeus Bejnar, Ray and Francis 
Senn, Patricia Mauldin, Kay Brower, and Kay Krehbiel 
(constituting a quorum) and guest Valerie Kimble.

2.  Treasurer's Report by Kay Brower. For the annual 
dinner and banquet (held on April 30), 48 meals were served; 
revenue for the Society $1,715 from dinner tickets and dues. 
Board members agreed the annual banquet was a good turn-
out; the revenue generated considerably helps the Society's 
financial condition in light of the recent heavy expenses for 
the wall and floor repair. Amounts in our checking and 
investment accounts are once again improving with only 
normal expenses in the past month.

3.  Roy Heatwole described the new cement floor – now 
completed, and work currently in progress by the Train Gang 
in rebuilding the ceiling and installing new electrical service to 
code on the ground floor. The floor repair was approved by 
previous Board action and has been paid.

4.  Robert Eveleth inquired as to Board action for framing 
the signed photograph of Conrad Hilton, a gift from the late 
Bob Weber estate.  The photograph is signed by “Connie 
Hilton”  to Mr. Dabney, editor of the Socorro Chieftain in the 
1950-60s.  The estimate for framing and matting the historical 
photo is about $300.  Before the proposal went to vote, 
Vallerie Kimble pointed out that Conrad Hilton and her late 
father, Nick Smallridge, were friends, and she would like to 
pay for the framing as a tribute to her father.  The gracious 
offer was accepted by the Board. Thank you, Valerie.

5.  Roy Heatwole presented that he contacted Amanda 
Lujan at the NM Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) 
regarding their traveling display on transpor-tation and 
railroading, entitled “Running the Rails.” Operated by DCA 
and Museums of NM, they have agreed to bring the traveling 
display to the Hammel Museum on Oct. 2nd in conjunction 
with the annual Oktoberfest celebration.  This will be quite an 
attraction for Oktoberfest that will hopefully draw in some 
new people.  DCA will help with promotion, as will the 
Society.

6.  Kay Krehbiel introduced Valerie Kimble for her interest 
in SCHS and willingness to serve on the Board of Directors.  
Nomination was made by Robert Eveleth, seconded by 
several, for which Francis Senn will be recognized officially, 
and unanimously approved by the Board. Welcome aboard, 
Valerie.

7.  A discussion arose inquiring the current Board of 
Directors and changes that occurred during the annual 
meeting.  The current Board of Directors and Officers will be 
attached to these minutes.

8.  A discussion followed on the status of donations to the 
Society from James Green, of historical items of the Knights 
of Pythias.  Robert Eveleth agreed to inquire of the remaining 
items pledged to be donated to the museum.

9.  Jean McCulloch arrived and asked to address the Board.  
She has some historical home and ranch items she would like 
to donate to the museum, mostly from an old Datil area 
homestead ranch.  Robert Eveleth and Paul Harden agreed to 

contact her and/or visit her for an inventory of the items and 
those that would be suitable for the Hammel Museum.

10.  Kay Krehbiel stated she was beginning to schedule the 
upcoming AAUW public talks for this summer.  Roy 
Heatwole suggested Paul Harden give his talk on the “Bronco 
Bill Train Robbery;”•Bob Eveleth to present the history of 
the “Face of Mary Magdalen on the Magdalena mountain;” 
and other suggestions.  The AAUW/SCHS public talks have 
done much to increase the public exposure to both 
organizations.  Paul Harden and Kay Krehbiel will work on 
the summer schedule for these talks and get them advertised 
through the local newspapers.

11.  Bob Eveleth and Paul Harden discussed some ongoing 
research they are involved in. In next month's Chieftain will 
be the history of the on M-Mountain by Robert Eveleth, and a 
2-3 month research project by Eveleth and Harden on the 
history of the Capitol Bar, also to be published in the 
Chieftain.

12. Thaddeus Bejnar inquired if there was any 
documentation or knowledge of the Chinese people in Socorro 
in the late 1800s-early 1900s. There are many local legends of 
mass murders and other mistreatment of Chinese people in this 
era.  Paul Harden and Bob Eveleth stated that years of 
searching old Socorro Chieftains reveals no such stories, 
however, Chinese were used by the railroad and there were 
local Chinese laundries, worthy of research.   A discussion 
followed that this would be an interesting subject to research.  

13.  There was a discussion following on the recent history 
article by Paul Harden on plane crashes; Ray Senn reported 
the plane shown crashed in the article was actually his airplane 
(he had sold it to the new owner shortly before the crash), 
which mysteriously evolved into a protracted discussion about 
Lonnie Zamora's UFO incident.  In spite of having a quorum, 
no consensus was reached on what Zamora saw in 1964.  At 
that point, it appeared obvious the meeting was over.

14.  Meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. (without resolving the 
Zamora matter).

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Harden, SCHS, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes

ATTACHMENT A -- SCHS Board of Directors
The current Board of Directors of the Socorro County Historical 
Society effective June 2010 are:

Robert Eveleth, President
Kay Brower, Treasurer
Paul Harden, Secretary
Francis Senn, Member
Roy Heatwole, Member*
Kay Krehbiel, Member
Pete Romero, Member
Jon Spargo, Member*
Thaddeus Bejnar, Member
Valerie Kimble, Member

* Also a member of the Socorro Train Gang

* Also a member of the Socorro Train Gang



The June 2010 history article in the Socorro 
Defensor-Chieftain (June 5, 2010), written by 
SCHS Board member Paul Harden, was about 
some of the airplane crashes in Socorro County. 
There were more than most people think.

One of the crashes presented was one that 
occurred on December 8, 1977. A white and 
orange Cessna 182, tail number N6488A, 
crashed west of Evergreen Drive killing the pilot 
and two passengers – all three being Socorro 
men. According to the accident report from the 
National Traffic Safety Board (NTSB), the 29-
year old pilot, with only 10 hours of flight 
training and not yet pilot rated, attempted to fly 
his plane underneath the power lines west of 
Socorro at 9:40 at night as an aerial stunt 
(which is illegal, by the way). The left wing tip 
struck the ground, tearing off the wing. The rest 
of the plane plowed into the base of M-Mountain 
at about 120 mph. Debris from the plane was 
found over a 250 by 525 foot area.

At the June SCHS Board meeting, Ray Senn 
in attendance informed the Board that he read 
the article and immediately recognized part of 
the tail number, “648” shown in the photo 
below, which was part of the complete tail 
number of “N6488.” 

Why would Ray know that? Because, he 
explained, that was his airplane!  He had sold it 
to the new owner only shortly before the fatal 
flight. I wish I knew that when I wrote the article!

An interesting story – and proof that each and 
every one of us are all part of Socorro’s history, 
whether we realize it or not. Exactly why 
documenting our history is so important.

Aircraft Down M-Mountain

This photo, from the Dec. 11, 1977 Defensor-Chieftain, 
shows some of the wreckage from the plane crash. 
Prior to the crash, the plane had been owned by SCHS 
member Ray Senn – who pointed out to the Board that 
this was not a photo of one of his typical landings!

I was recently asked to write a history article 
on M-mountain, triggered by rumors that the 
“M” may be changed to a “T” and 2010 is the 
100th anniversary of the “M.” I quickly learned 
that our president, Bob Eveleth, has been 
researching the history behind the “M” for years 
with many interviews and photos from the early 
years. Fortunately for me, Bob volunteered to 
author the history article for the Defensor-
Chieftain. Hopefully you read it in the 4th of 
July weekend issue. It was a fascinating, well 
researched article that will become the definitive 
history of the “M” on Socorro Peak.

Since much of Socorro had read the history 
article by July 4th, NM Tech agreed to 
illuminate the “M” this year during the fireworks 
display as a nice tribute. And, there is no serious 
plan to change it to a “T.” 

Bob’s article clearly proves how the “M” was 
first built in the winter of 1911 and completed in 
early 1912 – not 1910 as some sources cite.

In writing my history articles, it is often a 
chore to find period photographs of the subject 
at hand. What impressed me was to learn of 
some rare original print photos Bob had found 
over the years. The most astounding to me was a 
photo of when the “M” was first illuminated in 
1939 – using a high intensity circus light. He 
had been given this photo by Willie Emillio years 
ago, who may have taken the photo. Regardless, 
this may be the only known photo of this method 
of illuminating the “M” on planet earth. Great 
find, Bob.

Some of my history articles are found on the 
Camino Real website at:
www.caminorealheritage.org/PH/ph.htm
Due to the importance of the history of “M” 
Mountain, I will be converting Bob’s article to 
.pdf and will add it to the above website in the 
near future.

Thanks, Bob, for a great article.

A rare photo of the “M” being
  illuminated by a circus search
       light during the 1939
           graduation ceremonies



There are many train buffs in SCHS. First, who wouldn’t stop if you 
saw a steam locomotive coming through Socorro? The Socorro 
Train Gang has always been a huge supporter of SCHS and the 
Hammel Museum. Members Jon Spargo and Roy Heatwole also 
serve on the Society’s Board. SCHS life member Spencer Wilson 
was one of the founding fathers of the CTSRR Friends group and 
authored books and articles on the narrow guage railroad. And, 
your SCHS Secretary grew up with this narrow guage railroad as 
well. The following information should be of interest to many.

I grew up in Alamosa, CO in the 1960s. Riding my 
bicycle to school down State Street, I would pass the 
narrow guage steam engines preparing for their daily 
runs. At 3:15 p.m., the train returned from Pagosa Springs 
with a load of lumber, dumping her steam right next to the 
high school. I loved those old narrow guage steam 
engines, but unfortunately, at the time, I never realized I 
was witnessing history. When the Denver and Rio Grande 
(D&RG) shut down steam in Alamosa in late 1969, I did not 
realize it was the last place in America running narrow 
guage steam. When I came home on Navy leave in January 
1970, the trains were idle and the shops were vacant.

Those engines, and the rolling stock I grew up with, are 
like my old friends. In 1970, the old D&RG rolling stock 
was sold to the states of New Mexico and Colorado to form 
the now famous Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 
(CTSRR). This year marks the 40th anniversary of this 
fully operational narrow guage steam railroad.

Unfortunately, the anniversary year was marred with 
the first serious problem on the line since the trains began 
rolling into Chama 40 years ago. On June 24, 2010, the 
Lobato bridge, about 5 miles east of Chama, caught fire. 
The oil-soaked wood ties burned for several days, 
rendering the bridge totally unusable. The cause of the 
fire was likely a hot ember from the firebox, a common 
cause of track fires in the days of steam locomotives.

Needless-to-say, this is devastating for the success of 
the railroad and the community of Chama, which depends 
highly on the CTSRR tourist season. Without the bridge, 
the train can not run from Chama to the mid-point at Osier. 
The daily train from Antonito to Osier is not affected.

The D&RG narrow guage railroad from Alamosa to 
Antonito, then on to Chama and Durango, was built in 
1881. The first Lobato bridge, spanning the 120 foot deep 
Wolf Creek gorge, was built of wood timbers. A new metal 
bridge was built in 1883 by the Keystone Bridge Company, 
the bridge still used today – at least until the fire. 
Structural engineers are still determining the extent of the 
damage, but due to it’s age, old riveted steel joints, in 
addition to the fire damage, it appears a new bridge will 

A CTSRR photo of the Lobato bridge fire in the early 
morning hours of June 24, 2010. The railroad ties 
burned and smoldered for several days.

Photo courtesy Friends of the CTSRR
The CTSRR departs Chama, approaching the 
Lobato bridge, before the climb up Cumbres Pass.

CUMBRES & TOLTEC SCENIC RAILROAD
Devastating Trestle Fire

by Paul Harden

CUMBRES & TOLTEC SCENIC RAILROAD
Devastating Trestle Fire

by Paul Harden

Photo courtesy CTSRR
Engine 488 does a blowdown on Lobato bridge. A 
blowdown removes sludge and other solids that 
settles on the bottom of the boiler.

A double header pulling freight towards Cumbres PassA double header pulling freight towards Cumbres Pass



have to be built. This could take 
months.

Everyone agreed, “the railroad 
must go on.” In a bold move, the 
CTSRR management decided to 
move the entire train from Chama 
to Cumbres Station, on the other 
side of the bridge, by truck. Moving 
an engine, tender, parlor cars and 
other rolling stock, all by flat-bed 
truck, to the top of 10,022 foot 
Cumbres Pass, was short of heroic 
and was history in the making. And, 
they did it in two days.

Several people involved with the 
CTSRR, the Friends group, and 
local citizens, photographed the 
historic move – and the photos 
shown here. It was a once in life-
time opportunity for train buffs and 
shutter bugs alike.

As a result of this effort, the 
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 
is once again running from both 
Antonito and Chama stations. 
From Chama, passengers are 
bussed past the Lobato bridge to 
the Cumbres Station, where they 
board the train for the rest of the 
trip, and bussed back to Chama on 
the return.

This has inspired me to ride the 
CTSRR again for her 40th birthday. 
Perhaps it would make a nice SCHS 
group trip. If you’re interested in 
such a trip, please let me know.

For more info & gobs of photos:
http://www.cumbrestoltec.com/
http://www.ctsrrphotos.com/
http://cumbrestoltec.org/

Photo courtesy Friends of CTSRR
On Tuesday, July 6, 2010, the first train pulled out of 
Cumbres Station for lunch at Osier and the return.

Photo courtesy CTSRR
Passengers bussed from Chama board the train at 
Cumbres Station for the rest of the trip by steam.

Photos: Jay Wimer (Chama)
Preparing the truck (left) and loading engine 484 for the trip to Cumbres.

Photos: Jay Wimer (Chama)
Engines 484 and 489 were moved to Cumbres Station on July 5, 2010. Both 
are 2-8-2 Baldwin K-36 class weighing 110 tons each without their tender.

Photos: Jay Wimer (Chama)
Moving the 21-ton tender (left) and passenger parlor cars (right). By July 6, 
the entire Chama train had been moved to Cumbres Station by trucks. 
Eastbound service from Chama on the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 
has resumed as a result of this heroic and historic effort.



The Last Page:   Miscellaneous items of questionable interest

Van of Enchantment

Board member Roy Heatwole has made 
arrangements with the NM Dept. of Cultural 
Affairs for the “Van of Enchantment” to visit 
Socorro. It will be at the Hammel 
Museum during this year’s Oktoberfest! 
The theme for 2010 is “Riding the Rails,” which 
presents the history, with exhibits, of railroad 
history and how the rails and other forms of 
transportation changed the face of New 
Mexico. SCHS will promote this event in the 
hopes it will attract some new people to this 
year’s Oktoberfest.

Thanks Roy, and the Socorro Train Gang, for 
arranging this special attraction.

Fort Craig
Buffalo Soldier Graves

Fort Craig
Buffalo Soldier Graves

The Staggering Truth!The Staggering Truth!

As most are aware, the old Ft. Craig cemetery was 
raided a few years ago by treasure hunter Dee Brecheisen 
(since deceased) looting the graves of some Buffalo 
Soldiers, displaying at least one of them in his home.

Last year, the BLM and others secretly exhumed the rest 
of the graves from Fort Craig so the location would not be 
further revealed or disturbed. The remains were moved to 
the National Cemetery in Santa Fe with the Buffalo 
soldiers rightfully re-interned with honors.

I recently received a phone call from a team of 
“researchers” (their words) planning on visiting the area in 
late July. They wanted to know if I knew where the 
gravesites were located (yes) and if I could escort them 
there (no). It turns out, there is a growing belief that the 
reason for the extreme cloak of secrecy in exhuming the 
bodies is not because they were soldiers, but because they 
were actually alien beings that died in a UFO crash south 
of Socorro in the 1950s. They were secretly buried at Ft. 
Craig by the government since it was forgotten Army 
property (never mind the Army abandoned the fort by 
1890).

I’m really disappointed that the BLM would lie to us 
like this!

BLM Photo

The Capitol Bar
Water Canyon Archaic Site

courthouse. This research is painting a picture far more 
fascinating than the legend. When completed, the story 
will be printed in the Defensor-Chieftain newspaper.

Photos are surprisingly rare for such a long established 
business. If you have any photos or information of the 
Biavaschi Saloon, the Green Front Saloon, the Green Pool 
Hall, or either of the two Capitol Bars, please let one of us 
know.  Many thanks.

This issue appears to be the “Railroad Special.” 
It wasn’t planned – it just sort of ended up that  way.

http://www.nmarchaeology.org/assets/files/
Water_Canyon_article.pdf

A newly discovered archaeological site near Water Canyon 
(La Jencia Basin) has produced artifact evidence, including 
bison bones, that dates to the Late Paleoindian period (ca. 
10,000 years ago). A projectile point found appears to be 
from the Clovis period (ca. 13,000 years ago). If verified 
through further excavation and testing, this would be only 
the third known intact Clovis site in New Mexico.

I am attempting to make contact with the researchers for 
writing an article on the present findings and ongoing 
excavation in laymen terms. It does sound like it has the 
potential of being a significant and major archaeological site 
if funding can be secured. A brief report on the site can be 
found on the following website:

What is the true history of the 
Capitol Bar? Has it really served 
Socorro since 1892 or other dates 
cited? Bob Eveleth and Paul Harden 
have been researching the history for 
several months from old newspaper 
articles to land title deeds at the 
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