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SCHS Board Meetings:
Socorro County Historical Society 
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month. During the winter months, 
Board meetings are held on the NMT 
campus in the Mineral Museum 
conference room. Meetings will 
resume in the museum in the spring.

The next Board meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 7pm 
at the Mineral Museum Conference 
Room.

All members are invited to attend our 
Board meetings and help the Society.
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Building Repair Completed

The original century–old wall consisted of an adobe load 
bearing wall with a rock facade that gave the building its 
characteristic appearance. After the 2008 collapse of the rock 
facade, it was revealed how weakened the adobe wall had 
become for supporting the weight of the second story. Both the 
adobe wall and rock facade required replacement and 
restoration.

The new wall is solid concrete with the external rock facade 
an integral part of the new load bearing wall. Placed on a new 
substantial footing, the new wall should last another century.

Hammel Museum Has a New “Old” Look

The repair work to the historic Hammel Brewery 
building was completed in November 2009

         Public Talk
“Unusual Gravesites”

  See page 4

The “new” look to the “old” Hammel Brewery

Photo: Paul Harden

Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year
to all Socorro County Historical Society

members and supporters



More “Photo Gallery” of the Hammel Brewery Repair

Some roof repair work, flashing, and other 
measures were also performed to protect the new wall 
from future water damage. Accurate Construction 
Company devised the technique of building the solid 
wall and rock facade in a single, continuous build. The 
final results are excellent, giving the new rock facade 
the original “hand built” rock wall appearance. From 
comments received from Society members, most are 
very pleased with the authentic look of the restoration.

One of the concerns with the original wall failure 
was properly supporting the weight of the second 
story addition. As the following photographs show, 
this was done by building a solid cement “header” on 
top of the new load bearing and rock facade wall.  The 
new header is solid cement and rebar for supporting 
the original second story floor joists. These joists, old 
– but substantial – wood beams, were embedded into 
the cement header for a solid load bearing connection 
far supperior than then original.

Some final work was performed to make the 
interface between the new cement and rock wall and 
the wood frame wall of the second story. This 
included adding some trimming to match the 
corrugated steel facade of the second story. The new 
shiny corrugated metal trim will blend with the 
original 2nd story siding with a little weathering.

The Society wishes to thank Bruce Burnett at 
Accurate Construction Co., and his fine crew, for the 
excellent work they performed on the repair and 
restoration project. Talking to a couple of his workers, 
they expressed how they enjoyed the job of working 
on such an historic building. This pride is evident in 
the quality of their work and the final product.

The Board of Directors would also like to thank 
Jon Spargo and Roy Heatwole for working with the 
contractor on nearly a daily basis. Their constant 
presence assisted in the quality of the repair and being 

Building the solid cement wall and the rock facade in 
a single step, supported with rebar for strength.

Bruce Burnett works the cement as the upper portion 
of the wall is reached on October 20th.

With the wall finished on Oct. 22, the “gap” will be 
filled with a cement header to support the 2nd story.

Another view of the finished wall before work on the 
header and finishing the the 2nd story trim.

Photo: Jon Spargo Photo: Jon Spargo
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More “Photo Gallery” of the Hammel Brewery Repair

Final touches to the finished wall. Note the added 
trim matching the 2nd story corrugated sheeting. 

One of the original 2nd story beams (joists) firmly 
planted into the new solid concrete header.

Photo: Jon Spargo

On Nov. 3, the slip form was moved higher for 
pouring the solid cement load bearing header.

A view of the finished solid cement header in place 
for supporting the load of the 2nd story.

Photo: Jon Spargo Photo: Jon Spargo

available to help solve the minor problems that 
always crop up on a job of this scope. It is always 
important to have a representative of the “owner” to 
be present to work with the contractor.

Jon Spargo, and to a lesser extent Paul Harden, also 
visited the work site on a regular basis to fully 
document the repair work photographically. After all, 
this restoration project is now part of the Society’s 
history, and that of Socorro. It is hoped to get the 
photos of the repair archived on the Society’s website 
in the near future.

It should also be added that the new solid cement 
wall produced a very smooth, finished surface on the 
interior of the building  requiring no further work.

With the repair done, future plans for a special 
public open house and working on the museum’s 
internal displays will be discussed at future Board 
meetings. Since the museum is not heated, little work 
or activity is planned over the winter months. If you 

A view of the smooth interior surface of the new solid 
cement wall, requiring no additional finishing.

Photo: Paul Harden

Photo: Jon Spargo

would like to help with any of these activities, let a 
Board member know. Thanks again to all members 
for their support of this repair project.



Buried Treasures: Famous and Unusual Gravesites in New Mexico

On Tuesday, October 12 – in lieu of the SCHS Board 
meeting – Socorro was once again treated to a special 
public presentation. Our guest of honor was Dr. 
Richard Melzer, author of his recent book, Buried 
Treasures: Famous and Unusual Gravesites in New 
Mexico History – and the subject of his talk.

Once it was agreed that cemeteries, for some, are not 
only interesting, but can be a huge source of history 
and otherwise seldom known stories, Dr. Melzer 
pointed out how the gravestone, the epitaph, time and 
location all tell a story. For example, he showed 
photos of graves side-by-side, all of their deaths 

 

Our Continuing Series of

PUBLIC TALKS

Prior to the presentation, 
members of SCHS and 
AAUW welcomed our 
guest to Socorro with a 
dinner at K-Bob’s.

Opening the presentation, 
held at the New Mexico 
Te c h  l i b r a r y,  S C H S  
President Robert Eveleth 
welcomed Dr. Richard 
Melzer to Socorro. In 

addition to an accomplished author and our guest, Dr. 
Melzer is also the first President of the Historical 
Society of New Mexico to visit Socorro and the 
Socorro County Historical Society in recent memory. 
It was an honor to welcome him to Socorro.

Dr. Melzer’s public talk was fairly well attended, 
proving not everybody finds cemeteries and 
gravestones to be morbid or macabre.

Dr. Melzer began his talk by asking how many people 
are known to roam New Mexico’s cemetery’s – 
answered by a surprising number of raised hands. 

Some of the audience at Dr. Melzer’s talk. The line 
forming at the rear is for Barbara Dubois’ brownies! 
The refreshments were courtesy of AAUW.

Dr. Melzer had numerous slides of some of New 
Mexico’s more colorful graves – from famous people 
to very unique gravestones and epitaphs.

SCHS President Robert 
Eveleth welcomes Dr. 
Melzer to Socorro.

occurring in late 1918 – all 
victims of the Spanish Influenza 
in New Mexico. Or, others who 
died on the same date as a result of 
mining accidents or other natural 
disasters.

Grave photos of famous people, 
from Billy the Kid to his killer, 

Sheriff Pat Garrett, and where they are located, was 
also interesting.

The photos of graves that brought the most snickers 
(to outright laughter) were those with unique 
epitaphs. Perhaps the most interesting was the 
gravestone of a woman who left an eternal message to 
her husband. The epitaph read “See, I told you I was 
sick.” Those in attendance seemed inspired to devise 
their own unique epitaphs.

We thank Dr. Richard Melzer for his visit to Socorro 
and a truly enjoyable talk.

This was another in a series of public talks sponsored 
by the Socorro County Historical Society and the 
American Association of University Women. The 
public talks will resume in the Spring of 2010 and will 
be announced via this newsletter and email.



Gravestones & Cemeteries: A few of my own

Almost forgotten cemeteries in Socorro County

Riley. Most people have seen the cemetery at Riley – next 
to the Santa Rita mission. This is the protestant cemetery, 
about 1.5 miles east of Riley with about a dozen graves.

P.R. Dearacon
1852–1918 (66)

Valverde. Years 
of blowing sand 
has nearly buried 
the cemetery at 
the abandoned 
v i l l a g e  o f  
Valverde. The 
buried gate to this 
f a m i l y  g r a v e  
shows the depth 
o f  t h e  s a n d .  
Va lverde was 
abandoned after 
the 1929 Rio 
Grande flood.

Lorenzo Vigil 1875–1925 (50) Juan Silva1858–1929 (71)

Guadalajara. Two graves in the cemetery at the forgotten townsite of 
Guadalajara, a few miles south of San Pedro. It was another Mexican 
village on the Camino Real destroyed by the 1929 flood.

All photos by Paul Harden

Fort Craig. Desecrated graves of buffalo soldiers 
at Fort Craig – recently making the news. The 
bodies were reinterred at the National Cemetery in 
Santa Fe.  (Bureau of Reclamation photo)

Socorro’s Grave of the Unknown SoldierSocorro’s Grave of the Unknown Soldier

San Marcial has three cemeteries. This is the 
“Old San Marcial” or Plaza Viejo cemetery. 
Nearby is also the Geronimo village 
(Gonzales family) cemetery, and the more 
well known Masonic cemetery. Plaza Viejo 
was destroyed in the 1937 flood.

Jose Castillo Juan Luna

Lemitar is where Capt. Paddy Graydon recruited local men for 
his famous 1861–62 “Spy Company.” Most N.M. Volunteers spent 
their lives in disgrace after false reports they fled the Battle of 
Valverde as cowards. Yet, so proud of their service, they placed 
“Capt. Graydon’s Co. N.M. Mtd. Vols.” on their military 
gravestones – something they couldn’t brag about in life.



The Last Page: Odds and Ends

Public Talks
The SCHS and AAUW have sponsored several public 
talks during 2008–2009, which will continue during 
2010 and beyond. These presentations are intended to 
bring interesting topics of discussion to Socorroans by 
both local and out-of-town presenters. Past 
presentations have included topics such as Socorro’s 
old famous homes and past mayors to the Great 
Depression era New Deal programs in New Mexico – 
and the most recent on famous gravestones.

Part of this program is to share resources among the 
historical societies in New Mexico. We’re all suffering 
from declining memberships and the inability to recruit 
“new blood.” Some of New Mexico’s historical 
societies are working on sharing our resources to keep 
our respective local organizations alive and share what 
historical societies do to the public.

In exchange for our recent invited guests, we 
provide speakers to their historical societies. For 
example, in the month of January 2010, Paul Harden 
will be giving a talk to the Valencia County Historical 
Society on January 16 on the famous Lonnie Zamora 
Socorro UFO Landing incident (from an historical 
perspective) and on January 21, a talk on “Where’s the 
Trail?,” the history and photographic record of El 
Camino Real Trail to the Bernalillo County Historical 
Society at the Coronado State Monument.

If you have an idea for a public talk topic, or have a 
topic you think would be of interest to others, please 
contact Paul Harden (SCHS) or Kay Krehbiel 
(AAUW). We can help prepare your talk and make a 
power point presentation or handouts.

New Mexico History on the Web
If you like to browse the web for New Mexico history, 
including old photos and maps, below are a few of the 
websites I use for reference in researching my history 
articles in the Defensor-Chieftain, or just goofing-off 
for entertainment. Some websites takes a little practice 
learning to navigate around and finding things. 
Generally click on “photos” or “digital collections.”

The New Mexico State Historian website has been 
completely redone and now contains very useful 
information on various aspects of the state’s history. 
From the State Historian, apparently this is the “official 
story” on New Mexico history.

The Palace of the Governors website has numerous 
historic photos of interest and other goodies

Rio Grande Historical Collections at NMSU is a 
great source for historic photos. Browse the Herbert 
W. Yeo collection containing hundreds of photos of the 
survey to build Elephant Butte Dam, pueblos he 
encountered along the Rio Grande around Socorro, and 
photos of the 1929 and 1937 San Marcial

The Rocky Mountain Online Archives is growing, 
containing lots of interesting things on Colorado, New 
Mexico and Wyoming history.

The NM Geneological Society has a nice overview of 
NM history written by Robert Torrez, former State 
Historian.

US GenWeb is the ubiquitous site for geneological and 
history; here’s the link for New Mexico:

Southern NM History website is another good source 
of “History and Nostalgia” in our part of the state. Click 
on area of interest at top of page.

The ALHN website – I don’t even know who runs this 
site, but a real gem for a personal endeavor

http://www.newmexicohistory.org/

http://www.palaceofthegovernors.org

 
floods.http://archphotos.nmsu.edu

http://rmoa.unm.edu/

http://www.nmgs.org/artcuarto.htm

http://usgwarchives.org/nm/nmfiles.htm

http://www.southernnewmexico.com/

http://newmexicoalhn.net/

http://www.loc.gov

If you want a navigation nightmare, try the Library of 
Congress ( ) website. Let me know if 
you have a favorite one.

Our electronic Newsletter

About 80% of the members of the Socorro 
County Historical Society now have email. If 
you would prefer to receive the newsletter at 
a different address than where you received 
this one, or if you have something to 
contribute, please let the Secretary know. 
(Paul Harden, na5n@zianet.com)

The Socorro County Historical Society 
newsletter seems to be published about 9.3 
times per year with missing months varying 
periodically from year to year with no certain 
pattern. But, chances are good there will be 
another one next month!
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