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Happy New Year 2015

Though the New Year began two 
months ago, it’s never too late for the SCHS 
Board of Directors to wish all members a 

Happy New Year for 2015.  (It’s also never too late 
for an overdue newsletter!).
 Our monthly Open House, on the first Saturday 
of the month, continues to attract visitors and 
small groups to see the historic brewery. Thanks 
to those who volunteer their time to make the 
Hammel Museum available to the public.
 Our ailing security and alarm system has been 
repaired and upgraded with a new system. See 
page two. With restored security, this will allow us 
to refocus our attention in improving the museum 
displays and exhibits.
 An upcoming project is to inventory and 
consolidate the Society’s holdings - currently 
stored in several places for safekeeping. A suitable 
approach is being investigated to preserve and 
make available our historic items for research.
 The Socorro Train Gang continues their work to 
improve not only the model train layouts, but the 
bottom floor ice room with railroad exhibits, 
improved lighting, and general repairs.
 Plans are also underway for our annual meeting 
and program for late May or early June. 
Prospective guest speakers are being contacted 
now. Annual SCHS membership dues will also be 
due at the annual meeting.

Hammelbach

 On a recent visit to Germany, Kay and Paul 
Krehbiel were enjoying the country side 
northeast of Frankfurt in the Odenwald region. 
Hiking along a forest foot trail, the above sign 
post came into view with a familiar name – 
Hammel Hammelbach.  Pointing the way to , or 
Hammel brook or creek, they followed the trail. 
Along the way, they discovered and decided to 
visit a quaint coffee and cake café in the middle 
of the woods (good choice!).
 Hammel (also spelled “Hamel”) is a popular 
German name with plenty of online family 
histories, including the Hamel Winery still in 
operation in Sonoma, CA.
 Thanks for sharing the photo, Kay.



It’s rather traditional in a New Year to list a few 
noteworthy history items from 100 years ago. 
Doing this  for 1915 Socorro is a tough 

assignment. You see, there are no known copies of the 
Socorro Chieftain, even on microfilm, from June 29, 
1912 until September 23, 1916. After that, issues are 
virtually unreadable until February 17, 1917. Nearly 
five years of Socorro’s history missing has long been a 
mystery.

However, to satisfy our scores of readers, here’s a few 
items from a century ago. Most of the 1915 news items 
are related to WWI, well in swing by 1915. Here’s a 
few other items you might find of interest:

Jan. 12 Women’s Right to Vote rejected by
 the U.S. Congress
Jan. 13 Italian earthquake kills 30,000
Jan. 25 Alexander Graham Bell calls Watson in 
 San Francisco, CA inaugurating the first 
 transcontinental phone service
Jan. 28 U.S. Coast Guard created
Feb. 12 Lincoln Memorial cornerstone laid
Feb. 18 Germany begins blockade of England
Feb. 21 San Francisco World Fair opens
Mar. 27 Typhoid Mary arrested in New York
Apr. 19 19th running of Boston Marathon
May 6 Babe Ruth hits his first home run
May 7  sunk by German sub; SS Lusitania
 1,198 lives lost at sea
June 10 Girl Scouts founded
June 24 Steamer ship  capsizes off Eastman
 Chicago pier, kills 800
Aug. 17 275 die in Galveston, TX hurricane
 (8,000 killed in 1900 Galveston hurricane)
Oct. 4 Dinosaur Nat’l Monument created
Oct. 23 25,000 women march for right to vote in
 New York City gaining national attention
Dec. 10 1,000,000th Model T Ford assembled
Dec. 16 Albert Einstein publishes his Theory of
 Relativity

100 Years Ago . . .
The Hammel Museum has long had a security and 
alarm system to protect the premises from 
vandalism, fire, or intrusion. It was installed years 
ago and well maintained by the late John Gallagher. 
SCHS has not had the same good service with the 
Albuquerque company that took over John’s 
accounts.

The security system began to malfunction last year. 
Repeated requests to repair the system were 
seemingly ignored by the vendor. They never showed 
up when promised, and eventually failed to return 
phone calls. It appears they have abandoned all of 
John Gallagher’s former customers in Socorro.

Leaving the Hammel building without adequate 
security obviously became a priority concern to the 
Board of Directors. Jon Spargo agreed to find a new 
vendor. Several inquiries to other security companies 
made it obvious Socorro was not their preferred 
territory. After several failures, Spargo received a 
favorable quotation from VIVINT Home Security. 

A special Board meeting was called in January, 2015, 
to review the quotation and contract. It was 
unanimously approved by the Board and immediate 
installation and activation authorized.

VIVINT (formerly ADT) has completed the 
installation of the new system, including replacing 
bad door and window sensors, installing new ones, 
and adding motion sensors to protect seven rooms 
covering over 2,000 square feet. The new system is a 
wireless system for reporting any activation of the 
system, and allows Board members to check the 
status of the system or building. Being a wireless 
system, the telephone line in the Hammel Museum, 
used exclusively for the old alarm system, is no longer 
needed, and the service was terminated.

The monthly fee is $53.99, which includes the 
wireless connection. This is nearly paid for by the 
elimination of the monthly telephone bill, such that 
the new security system presents a minor impact to 
the operational budget of the Society.

The new security system is now fully operational, 
protecting the historic Hammel Brewery and 
Museum building. The new generation of sensors 
and the control unit even brings us into the 21st 
Century. 

It is imperative we have a fully functional security 
system to protect the historic building and to accept 
future donations.

New Hammel Security
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Shucks -
I made 2015 a

leap year!



The Socorro County Historical 
S o c i e t y  h o s t e d  a n o t h e r  g r e a t 
Oktoberfest . Thanks to  all  SCHS 

members who attended and had a good time in 
our very own wintergarten, and for your support 
of the Society. The crowds were fairly constant 
throughout the day with many new faces who 
had never been to our Oktoberfest before. And, 
many said they were pleasantly surprised at the 
fun and food – and would be back next year.
 We had some great musical groups this year. 
The Oompah band was first on the stage at 
11:00 a.m. to kick off Oktoberfest with their 
usually fine performance of traditional German 
music and a couple of polkas.  Doug Figgs
followed at noon with some classic country and 
western tunes, some so classic it prompted a few 
impromptu sing-alongs (though uninvited!).
 , with Jim Ruff, Ronna Kalisch, Roon band
and Johnny Dean, entertained at 1:00 p.m. with 
a variety of catchy songs from Folk music to some 
blues tunes that almost made Oktoberfest sound 
like Marti Gras. At 2:00 p.m.,  Toby Jaramillo
and band played until after 3:30 p.m. with non-
stop Spanish tunes that turned Oktoberfest into 
a fiesta. Whatever your music tastes, we had it 
this year at Oktoberfest.
 It is important to point out that each year, our 
musical groups always volunteer their musical 
talents to perform for us. Their support of the 
Society by this important donation of their time 
and talent is highly appreciated by all.

OKTOBERFEST 2014

festivities began with Eileen Comstock and the Oompah Band with good German music, a couple of polkas, 
and even a German sing-along.
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 This year, we experimented with our 
advertising by not only listing the four bands we 
had lined up, but the times they were scheduled 
to perform. This proved to be very advantageous, 
as people arrived throughout the day at different 
times based on their preference of music. This 
fostered a constant flow of people throughout 
the day for a continual crowd of people instead of 
everyone arriving when the food line opened and 
gone by noon.  It also eased parking congestion.
 The head chef this year was once again Craig 
Hennies, who can keep a grill smokin’, assisted 
by Paul Harden and Roy Heatwole, with servers 
Presilla Mauldin and Peggy Hardman. Valerie 
Kimble sold the meals and ensured everyone had 
plates, bowls and silverware (well, plastic ware), 
while Kay Krehbiel and Frances Senn kept the 
bake sale going. Our new president, Chuck 
Zimmerly, kept busy with a wet rag keeping the 
tables and wintergarten area clean.
 Attendance was definitely greater than the 
past couple of years with food service, beer sales 
and the bake table all reported good sales this 
year which made the Society a few hundred 
dollars over last year. 
 There were many new faces that visited the 
Hammel Museum for the first time, giving SCHS 
good exposure to the community, and picking up 
a few new members. We served every brat and 
hamburger patty we had, implying about 160 
meals were cooked and served.
 Yes, we’ll be back this Oktober!

OKTOBERFEST 2014



OKTOBERFEST 2014

Doug Figgs band featuring, well, Doug Figgs. Nice 
country songs to tap your shoes to.

Roon Band with (l-R) Johnny Dean, Ronna Kalish, 
and Jim Ruff.

Oktoberfest sported a near full house all day long 
between the good food, music, & good company.

Many took advantage of the variety of plants and 
flowers offered by the garden club.

Ronna sounding good on the keyboard as the band 
played on.

Sheri Armijo and Ricardo Berry looking good 
dancing with that country swing.
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OKTOBERFEST 2014

Kay Krehbiel and Frances Senn at the bake sale 
table with a nice variety of yummy deserts.

Roy Heatwole (rear) slicing onions, Craig on the grill, 
and front and center Valerie selling food tickets.

Oktoberfest ended with Toby Jaramillo and band putting the crowd into the fiesta spirit. Playing from 2 p.m. 
until 3:30, everyone got to enjoy (and sing along) with their favorite Spanish tunes.

There was a steady flow of people for the brat lunch, 
arriving at different times to enjoy their favorite band.

Peggy Hardman (L) and Prescilla Mauldin (R) 
serving beans, sauerkraut, chips & drinks.
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Where Was Park City and the Billings Smelter? — Part 1
by Paul Harden and Dr. Peggy Hardman

Billings Smelter became the largest smelter in New 
Mexico and quite profitable. Billings enjoyed this 
monopoly until 1887, when the Asarco Smelter in El 
Paso was built, though scarcely hurt his bottom line.

Park City
 Around the smelter grew a town called Park City. 
By the late 1880s, the population was about 400 
persons – miners, smelter workers, merchants, and 
their families. The small town included the two-story 
Baca Hotel, Park City Mercantile Store, and even a 
school house. Of course, miners and smelter workers 
(maybe even a school teacher or two) got thirsty, so 
the Park City Saloon, Palace Saloon, and the Smelter 
Saloon rounded out the town.
 An early woodcut of Park City and the smelter 
(below), probably about 1884, only shows the two-
story Baca Hotel and a few other structures. Photos 
taken by 1886–88 show a much more developed 
town with a business main street and several blocks 
of houses. Most buildings were wood structures, 
though the school house was a substantial single-
story brick building.
 By 1890, western ores became depleted. This 
forced many smelters to import ore from Mexico with 
a $30 per ton tariff, causing profits to plunge. With 
the Billings Smelter still processing local ores from 
Kelly, not subject to the import tariffs, Billing’s 
profits remained healthy and Socorro’s boom years 
continued.

Water tank
50,000 gal.

Ore
Crushers Ovens

Socorro Peak

Engine
houseSchool

house

Train trestle

2-story
Baca Hotel

An old woodcut of the Billings Smelter, circa. 1884-1885.  Park City is scarcely developed compared to 
known photos circa. 1888-1892. One of the images used by Peggy and Paul in locating the site.

(RIO GRANDE SMELTER)
Socorro, New Mexico

Looking northwest from
about Evergreen Drive

Once upon a time ... west of Socorro, there 
was the  and . Billings Smelter Park City
Just about every Socorroan knows that. But, 

where – exactly?  And, many of us have probably 
explored the black slag heaps from the smelter at one 
time or another. But, where was the smelter – 
exactly?  Or, Park City – exactly?
 SCHS Board member Dr. Peggy Hardman 
wondered the same. After all, she lives in Dr. Robert 
Weber’s former home on Evergreen Drive, built by 
the manager of the Billings Smelter in 1882. Joining 
forces with Paul Harden, the two gathered historic 
photos, old maps, and plenty of field work, to locate 
and document the location of the Park City locale.

Billings Smelter
 Gustav Billings, a German immigrant, arrived in 
Socorro in 1882 and purchased the Kelly Mine for 
$40,000 (about $1 million today). Seeing the need 
for a local smelter, Billings began the construction of 
his smelter west of Socorro. It began processing silver 
and lead ores from the Kelly Mine by the end of 1883.
 At first, ore was shipped from Kelly to Socorro by a 
fleet of ore wagons and mule teams – a huge 
operation in itself. By early 1884, Billings convinced 
the AT&SF to build a spur line past his smelter and to 
the mines at Kelly. By January 1885, the Magdalena 
branch line was completed, shipping ores to Socorro.
 With the railroad bringing Kelly ore to the smelter, 
and delivering finished products to market, the 
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Where Was Park City and the Billings Smelter? (con’t)

cause of death is not known. Control of the enterprise 
transferred to his wife, Henriette, who lived in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. For the next three years, the 
company remained profitable under Henriette and 
the local management and engineers. The name “Rio 
Grande Smelter” emerged during this era.
 In 1893, the Sherman Silver Purchase Act was 
repealed. The price of silver plunged from around a 
dollar to 65 cents per ounce. At this price, there was 
simply no profit to be made. Silver mines and 
smelters closed across the country.
 The  Rio Grande Smelter held on until mid-1894, 
when it shut down its ovens and sent the workers 
home. The hope was the price of silver would quickly 
recover and the mines and smelters would soon 
reopen.  This did not happen.
 The closing of the Rio Grande Smelter was 
devastating for both Socorro and Park City. Billings’ 
enterprises started Socorro’s “boom years” – and 
now it had ended it. In the 11 years of operation, the 
smelter produced over $15 million. Much of this 
money bolstered Socorro’s economy through local 
employment, purchasing equipment and supplies, 
and business for the railroad. Overnight, the wealth 
that fueled Socorro’s boom years had vanished.
 Over the next few years, about 1,000 of Socorro’s 
2,600 residents moved on to greener pastures; Park 
City’s population of 400 shrunk to only ten. The Rio 
Grande Smelter, and Park City, stood as an 
abandoned ghost town on the west side of Socorro for 
years.
 Henriette Billings sold the Rio Grande Smelter to 
Asarco Enterprises in 1899, which brought hope to 
Socorro the plant would soon run again. However, 
Asarco had no intentions to reopen the smelter. 

Park City, circa. 1888
SCHS/Joseph Smith photo

Park City school house In spite of record 
profits, the Billings 
Smelter suffered a 
devasting loss in 
1890 when Gustav 
Billings died, at only 
49 years of  age, 
while on a trip to 
G e r m a n y .  T h e 

Instead, they removed the equipment and machinery 
to improve their smelter in El Paso, then later, razed 
most of the buildings. The once great Billings Smelter 
was all but history.
 In 1904, Henriette also sold the Kelly Mine to the 
Tri-Bullion Smelting Co. of Chicago, which 
continued to operate the mine for many years for lead 
and zinc.
 Shortly thereafter, much of abandoned Park City 
was dismantled by local people. How many buildings 
and homes in Socorro have her bricks, wood and 
windows? What remained was harvested in the 1930s 
Great Depression for fire wood.
 By the 1960s, virtually nothing was left except 
foundations of the old smelter and piles of slag. In 
1990, the area was declared an environmental hazard 
and a superfund site; much of the site was covered 
and capped in 1991, eradicaing the few lasting 
remnants. Only a few piles of slag remain as a 
reminder (but some other goodies if you look close 
enough).

Mapping the Site
 Paul and Peggy first used the 1886 Socorro Pueblo 
Grant map that shows the smelter, Park City and 

Painting of Park City by famous French artist Leon 
Trousset, September 1886. The original (and rare) 
painting is in the Socorro Public Library.

Photo: Peggy Hardman
Some of the remaining slag piles east of the smelter.
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Where Was Park City and the Billings Smelter? (con’t)

other features. Of interest is the old abandoned 
railroad spur line to the smelter, which is still easily 
seen on present day GoogleEarth images. (Map and 
image above). We easily found the old spur line on the 
ground, following it to the slag piles and smelter 
locale.
 Next we used the 1886 Sanborn Insurance maps, 
which gives surprising detail of the smelter layout 
and buildings (map on right). With the old railroad 
grade identified, we were able to begin locating the 
major buildings just to the west of the slag piles. 
Several houses, belonging to two generations of the 
Armijo families, adjoins the site. It appears the 
western most railroad siding passes through their 
property. With permission, we gained access to this 
portion of the smelter site. The Armijos also 
explained railroad ties have been found buried on 
their property along with other artifacts. It appears 
the water tank was located in the corner of the 
northern most house.
 We found several railroad spikes along the rail 
beds ,  though  none wi th date s or  found ry 
identification.
 By now, we had a pretty good picture in our minds 
where the major smelter buildings were once located, 
though very little signs of remaining foundations. 
However, as we approached the location of the 
presumed location of the Foundry House and ovens, 
we found a large area of broken red bricks, seemingly 
verifying the area of the ovens. Historic photos show 
most of the building were wooden structures, though 
the ovens were obviously built of fire brick. We now 
had several locations confirmed of the smelter 
structures.
 West of the bricks (oven area), two pieces of light 
rail were found. This was used for the 2–foot rail 
system for moving ore cars to the ovens and the 
molten lead to the molds.
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A portion of the 1886 “Socorro Pueblo Grant” map (left), showing major landmarks, the smelter, and Park City, is 
imposed on a present day GoogleEarth image of Socorro (right) for general alignment of Park City.

Center for Southwest Research (CSWR) GoogleEarth image

1886 Sanborn
Insurance Map
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 South of the ovens, several piles of unidentified 
rusty metal parts and pieces of possible cement 
foundation piers were found, though nothing to 
positively identify the Engine House except the 
general locale within 20 feet.
 Some photos of the smelter locale as they exist 
today are shown on the following page.

Part 2 of this article in the next newsletters continues 
with the discoveries of the Billings Smelter – and 
finding Park City, with additional photographs.



Photo: SCHS photo archives
Historic photo, looking north, of railroad tracks 
entering the Billings Smelter. Left tracks delivered ore 
from the Kelly Mine to be crushed and right tracks 
delivered finished iron ignots to market.

Photo: Paul Harden
About where photo on left was taken, Peggy shows 
one of the several railroad spikes found along the old 
railroad grade. Behind Peggy, the fence line runs 
down the center of the rail bed leading to the ore bins.

Photo: Paul Harden
Looking south from smelter site towards Evergreen 
Drive along the old railroad spur ROW. The arroyo cut, 
just past the fence, is where the trestle was located.

Where Was Park City and the Billings Smelter? (con’t)

Photo: Paul Harden
Railroad Right of Way (ROW) to the Billings Smelter is 
still very visible from Evergreen Drive, looking north.

Photo: Peggy Hardman
Looking east at some of the slag piles from about the 
locationof the Furnace house (ovens).

Photo: Peggy Hardman
A closer look at the brick pile through Peggy’s lens. 
Most bricks are broken, a sign the ovens were razed, 
rather than crumbling on their own.
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