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In Principic . . .

The mognetic ond cobtural force of the Rie
Grande became the drowitg power for eaplorers,
saakars of fartune, teedars cind hunters vary seirky
in the life of these UNITED STATES, Long befors
Calumbus discovered America and long before the
West was opened to travelers, already the wealth
and influance of this sasy Jowing river was ar ac-
tual foct, The Ria Gronde winded its way through
forest greas, through rrountoinevs regions, alang
sandy shore:, vardant flelds, flowing by small clus-
ters of populations of varied life and cultuies, The
pcchph: in thase communitics lived and worked 10
davelop for themselves o unique and s mpla way of
like imbued with o culbure that reverberoted down
thraugh the centuries and gatierng influenbal ma-
mentum wnder the greatest teacher of them all,
Aoture,

Itis no wender then tral in the latter part of tha
14tk cenlury ane walld find crother :nn‘h'nggnl
bant on exploraticn compelled fo stop in arder ta
maake an estimabe of i3 almos] precs eus sifualion.
The provwisions wore ruaning low. It was on the easé
sicke of the Ria Gronde the sxpedition hod stopped.
.ﬁppl‘&h&ﬂi;ﬁrl pave way to pouses of :.urprises and
joy when help ond assis‘once came farthly ond un
gupectedly, Such wos the case of Don Juor de
Onake the leader of s expedition, He had in his
cormzany two Fronciszan Pedres, Froy Salezar and
Fray Marfinez. This was all in the yeor of 1598 in
month of May,

Lewving lher |wu Pudres behind, Con Juan da
Onate and his forces procasded northward to can-
finue ceploring tha area, On the East bonk of tha
Rior Gronde where the mepnrlirinn had ’MP'F'Hl o
a small settlernent of Piro Indiane collad Teypana,
The Podres leaomed thot on the West bank was o
hrger tatflement af Pira Indians called Piaks. This
was as well the Tribal Heodquarters. Pilabo then
wos the place o get ta and remain there as mis-
sicnaries, Don Juan da Onate had given the nome
Socerrs to the place where he stopped out of grol-
itude for fovors received from the indlans wiho hod

given ossistance in time of need.

The twa Padres with the halp of guides procesdad
to cross the niver le Pilabe te became the first
white men to take residence and pursue the work

of evangelizafion in what is knawn today o5 the
aty of Secorra, Histery informs us that Sacarra =
budt over the settlement of Filodo. Buried runs
huve attested fo this historical gssessmen.

The Podres were anxioJs 1o impress the Indions
wilh Hhe CETEMIONY of the Mats ond so obfswmed Be
vse of ¢ small abede hut with very thick walls
They “ell in favor with the Indian Chisf who gove
themn permizsion to wse the small adebe hut for di-
ving iervices ot the site of their burial grounds

. . a socred arena far the Indians, It wos to serve
their purpose tor spiritual services ond exercises o
cormen to missienaries. Crre of the walls of fhis
ul, the Soath wall is port of the very same wall
farmirg that part of the pres=nt church ediice that
& axisting toduy, Fother Stanley n his book ‘52
sorre the Olasis™ aMacts bo this parbicular hos-
“This mokss Socorro Missinn thae aldec) jn the
United States since the hul wos alrsody there for
the: wie of the Friors and was furned aver ta them
by the Head chief, and thus became the origing!
lithe chasel.”

‘e must note n passng thet the element aof for
‘wne, as for as the fwo Padras were concemad in
ther work of evangelization, was lbe sienphe (oot
that out of fear of the encmy Tribes te the nersh,
the Pira Indions found sofety by living clocs ta-
prthar pee the addifionsl focdor of tho possikle
Spanith influence. This deterrent element was for
the tme being somowhat overwhelming to the
Apaches at leost, The regnum of peace then was
advantogacus ta the Podres ir the parseance of

thear lask to prooch and teach and goin souk for

God,

The secend wra in he aslablisdimen) of Christic-
ity in Filabo finds its inception with Padrs Alfonss
Banovides. His work bacame rangwmned arough Fo
merit for him the title of APOSTLE OF SDCORRD,
He renamac the seblement of Pilaba ““BMuastrs Sa.
roro de Perpetua Socorro, our Ledy of Parpetus!
Held™, Gearge Kubler in his work ~ Religious Archi-
teciure of Mew Mexice'' wharain he is very explicit
in his recordings stedes: "The passibility exisis that
the present church aof Goceme, now dedicoted bo
3an Miguel, is substentiolly the same as thal roted
by Benavides in 1430 ot -he puebla of Pilghg, w-
der the advossey of Muestra Senoro del Socorra,
which Hodga claime wiee built by Gorcia de Son
Francisca y Zunign™ In his perind the constroctinn
of d mew chureh was irilioted; but with this diffsr-
Bnce, the old was retained where it wos not neces-
sary te rede. Ha rather enlarged vpon what was
olready there, He troined his loberers and the In-

dians gave of all they nod, for the adabe walls
werg of exbiaeidimary thickngss gnad the hugh vigos
ond their corbel supports demonded much lober
cwed skill, An ideo of the thickness of the walls may
b seen neor the entrance to the presen: Sacristy.
It weas all ta be very decranding wark and eertainly
the occomplished mission did 1ast the ability of the
wﬂrl:ﬂr‘.

The Indions showed on eogemess jo earn how
lo moke odobes ol were shrong and leshing, for
fhick waolls that would stond onything, Their ax-
troordinary skill wos well attested ta in the making
and shaping of the lorge vigas and supparting cor-
bels, One may sec os he enters the nove of the
presen] church and aver the sanctuary how the
open coifing gave credence to the work of building
education in the time of Fadre Benovides ond
therecfier no doukt by Padre Tuniga. Usder such
leadership and the astute oroftsmonship of the In-
dians was built a church in the hanor of God of no
mean significonce. Mot only were they solicitse
dbkoul tha exlersr Bl bgg{-n 1o labar ard plon 1o
adom the interior to compore with the beautiful
chorches of Spoin ond Merion The infrrior portion
npl.n!ing tn the soncheary, e aliar rail, *he Taber-
nocle, the Altar ot Socnfice, should be of specisl
richness and beauty commensarate with the dignity
due our Redeeming Goc. It was to be on altor rail
of pure silver, then the Tabernacle and sacred ves-
sels of ne lesser Beauty ond desigr, The mines
clese by were producing this siver ond therefore
gl they needed was the fireless ettorts ond lobar
ond crabismonship of the worcers. [he Indions
proved themselves copable ol the fasks demonded
of them, Mobed from the Mew Mexico Geologicol
Society, 14th Field Cenference, the following mnter-
esting bit; *'The abention of the Spanrds was on
the more heovily populated and better wotered vo
por Ria Grande Yalley, With the extensier of the
Franzizcan mission progrom, howevar, i1 was not
long until the Firs greups recsivad Podres and
chastchies Fray Renavides, the greotest of the sarly
lendars of the Franciscon order i Mew Mexico,
wiiys af the misson established in what is row So-
carro County:

"'Theargh this [Pral is the firsi province in the
kingdoum, it was the kot m its conversion, Gad
plaased that its hour should come; and in the
yeor one thousand six hundred and twenty
six, bring custodion of these mizsiuns, | dedi-
coted m}lu” kex the Loed in the carversion of
these souls, dndh:uﬂrvg their chief pl.n.-H-a L]
the most Holy Virgin of Secame, Acd 1o

this first year, aur Losd wa plowsed to fovor
s in such wise that oll becasrs baptised ond
are very good Chrishigns, And | hove found in
this province *hree monosteries and churches;
the ans in the Pueblo of Senecy dedirated ta
San Antonic de Podus; ancther i the Pusbla
of Pilobe dedicated fo the Virgin of Socorro;
the aihar in the Puchls of Sevilletta dedicated
to San Luis, Obispa, of my Ordes’’

The rebellion of 1680 suddenly erded the fre-
mendous progress mode by the missionaries when
the Firo Indions joined the Sponiards in their re-
treat southwerds. The Pire Indigns did nof join up
wilh The reballious tribes becawse they did not rrust
tharm due to the wouble they hag had with them in
the past. immediawely before this metreat the mis-
sionories. busied themaelves dismantling The om
mwnian rails whick they buried along with other
valuables they could net take away with them. A
map v wwppesed to have been mods by e Pas-
ter, who hoped the revolt would be shorrlived, dig
up the buried trsare according te the map, and
contines whers thay hod left aff. It was nef ta be
Thisse heansies have never been found.

George Kubler in his book, "RELIGIOUS ARCHI-
TECTURE OF MEW MEXICO states: "I 1892,
General de Yargas entered Secorra on Decermber
@h. His detailed description of the church ance
ogoin allows the possible identification of an &x-
fant structure with pre-Rebeliion fabric. Accending
o the Ganerzl, the wolls of the church hod fallen
but encugh of then were still slonding tor him fo
determine thal they hod besn originolly two ard
ore hall pards, seven ond one half feet in thick
ness. This account is complomented by that of Es-
calanle, olie e 16932, "walls wers sl standing,
sacapt e roof, which hod besn burmas. "’ H-i:.hup
Temoran, whe vitiled Maw Mexco i 1740 gives
evidence 1o prove that the sile remained desolake
for mary yeors—

Tamoron knew that the pﬂ&MU- hod been de-
stroyed in the Revolt of the preceeding century,
and he could see anly the walls of the church ond
some peoch Irees. The Sponiords ond the Pra in-
dians fled to a place selow El Paso to build o new
Secome, o new church for Socormo del Surs {Socorm
of the South).

Atter oboul cree hundrgd geors new settlers ar-
rived in Socarra del Mone from Spuirn andd Maxico
arg with much arduous lober o neaw spiritual cenber
wos erocted by rebuilding tha ports of the walls



whick hed mallen, odding o new roof: nal et all da-
sheoying the historcal aspact of the old churdh.
They odded 1o what hod remuired. Thee wes
seskers of forfune whe wenluisd Sucaine way ta
fird 1he hidden ar buried freasures but lhess wera
nawar found.

Fothor Migeel Zepeda is recorded as the first
resident Pestor ia 1B03. There hod been anather
short period of frouble Far the church prior o his
arrival but this trouble wes net so destrucfive as fo
arme any esyential focters regarding the origiral
asyseet of the Mission itself, It was Podre Zepedo
who hod requesied the name of the Chursl le be
chamged v Sun Miguel, This recusit was to the
Bilshop of Durango in Mexico. The recesn wes an
incident which is supposad ta have happened. Dur-
ing o redicl by e Apﬂrhn Indiona an Hhe settiement
ard approoching the Mission Church they suddenly
stopped ond retreoted. Ohoe of the copfured o
dians was questizned as o why they had stopped.
The onewer wos simple, alihough legendary like;
they scw just obove the Mission Church o man
sianding lorge, with wings and hecvy sward F sl
very brighness. Fiction ar not the M ssion wea rol
b read wlurieey the attack. From that fime on the
Patran Saint of the Micsion Charch hes basn San
Micgual, Tha nowe of the Chorch which was dedi-
caled in 1624 presently seats from bwa huidred to
rwo hundred and fitty. M dewst maty mare could
hove heen occomadated in the early days far there
was st @ dirt Aear ond ne pews. The people al-
fending services either stood or knelt,

A few important facks are necessary 1= aling b
the side Chapel, oy il hus slwoys Bren krown os
such. It has nething to do with the origingl chuech,

The ceiling wos a Aol woadan horrd ceiling and
mat ormate at all, & part of the Mardb wall had 1o
be knacked dow in ardear to baild this chopel and
make it port of the main cherch. This nostalgic it
of in‘ormedion should be possed on. Thers was an
oiganization knowr as Les Cabaileres de San Mi-
guel tounded and formed v the FBEQ’s which ex-
arelsed abundant inAwance in the activities ol San
Miguel Mission until ita demise n 1720, VA sociefy
krow o3 Los Coballeras de San Miguel cuisted ba-
tween the yoars 1880 and 1930, Twa of its lead-
e Dan Junn lese Born and Bofoel Lopez v Luno
nskad permission of the Pastor fo consiruct o
chapel. (Parmissicr was gronied os bie reasens
wars plousible}. To do this, port of tha Marth wall
hod e b demol shed, They wonted the space b sit
in body {each Sunday), the first Sundoy ot the
month especially ond os well an Feast Days of the

yeor. At ona fime the organization could boost of
one humdred members. '|'|'|E:|r had a band thaot
wauld play during the Moass, The musicions wers sl
mcmbers of the orgonization. Their headerarters
was in o lerge rane locobed ot tha coerar of Rar-
nord anc Colle de Son Miguel just ocross the pork-
g ot on the South side ond East of tha Church.
Robaet LDF"."I ¥ Luna was the pres dent of Los Ca-
balleros for many yaars ond wher Los Caballeros
ware deosolved they desded the property to the
church. The entrance of the side chapal was on the
Eost side, So, we owe it 1o Loa Coballeras de Son
Migued T lhe Lonsliughion «f e side chagel you
soc tadoyl & fow other memaorable notes which |
think nesd mentianing here. Father Benecket Ber-
neirel wess raspansihle for bringing the Loreto Sister
ba Socarme o conduct g schoal. He also built g two
story house for the purpese of housing Brothers.
He died before his total mission was aecomglished.
Fathar Philbert Marin became Postor and waorked
far more than 20 yedrs. Father Feter Pelzer was
named Pastor in 1¥21, He renovoted the towers.,
He odded a secand bell to the towers. He arga-
niged the lirsl Cullwliz Lodias Akl Sodiely. Rulh
Chambat was its firse prtsiden'r and Gunﬂu|up-e La-
poz its Sirst sacretary. Father lobn Dold cecome
Prostorin 1841 Ha ranliced the ald flioer, hanaesth
the main Altor. He renewsd the cziling above the
main Altar (dift was felling down from the reof). n
rgmming the old floor af the 5|:||1|:fu|:|r'.r.. woadesn
carved posls wera discovered and were owl on dis-
plory for sometime; cavels ware made from some af
these for the past Grond Knights of the Kreghts of
Columbus, Megr. Jaseph Moeller as Postar from
1544 1o 1747 put e the slained gluss windies,
The Crucificion Group on the bock wall of the
Soncluary, he Statene af the Crass along the wall
af the sida d'supd were installed in memory of the
serwicemen of the Porish in Warld Wer [l during the
Pessterate of Msar, James [ MM, 1954- 1968,

'rillan Lay
Fr. Bernard Boudreau

in Residence at San Miguel—1873

The Mission of San Marcial.

THE MISSIOM OF 5AK MARCIAL: Embia Chower,
who was bern in 1897 remembers his Mission a5
wall as its Postor, Fother Peter Pelzer. Pable Go-
mez is supposed fo have given from elght %o fen
gures gun which wes built the Missian and Restary.,
Fathe- Pulzer had his niece come from Garmany 1o
Fve with him for more thon ten years. She look
care of Things while he would be out on the long
wisgitesllons thot would keep him oway for semetime,
For many mites oround the homs Missien would be
many places to wisit. Here ore some of thage: Yol
Werde, Comludwa wnd Parge which hod smrall
churches, La Mass, whare a schookroom wor vaed
for Maoss, San Aving, Certhoge, Bosquecito ond
Pushlitos, On the East bank hs ssrved Canto Recio
and Pusblitos, On the ‘West bark he served Ante
Recio, Son Anhonic, San Antonite, San Gercnima,
Elizaric, Fort Craig, Bosguee Bonito and San Jose.
Flasto time and the religious devalions which he
puuple were atending periodically in ell these Mis
siors gives proot that the obligofion to parfenm
their spiriual dulies edded bo the joy and sobis-
faction of getting fogether with freends and refo-
Hves often quite separated.

HEW SAR MARCIAL MISSIOM - Valontina Cha
wez Sonabed same lang for the hudding of a new
church and Higlnle Trujilke Browght a new stotue of
San Marcial frem tha Town of Juorez in Mexico. It
resembdles 51, Patrick holding o mitre i his hand.
The 10tk of Moy 1937 wos ced catior day lor the
mew church, The Priests from Socorre and sur-
raunding poces came with Father Pelzer but the
fastivities wasa ngain nvarshadewad by gloom on
the wedther groducsd o severe srow starm. The
Jase Gazoles fawily and the movardomos re-
caived ol the Priests in *her homes and o gn!n bimie

Distance lent enchontment for all  cconssions.
When flacd wotars hod rovaged the counfry side
of Son Acocio ornd Polvadeso, thess same walers
wonlirued southward bawards Sen Marcial ond e
August 20, 1929 proved o sod ond disasfrous
day, the memary of which day would linger for
years in the fives of the viclims. Fother Emile Barrat
was In charge of tha Mission of San Marcial of the
time for Father Peter Pelzer hod been transfened
ta Secore. As In ever 10 mony ploces all aver the
world ol missionery lobors, Son Maorcial had it
mamentt of mystery and lova, consolation ond
comfort in the midst of disaster, the Sorrcwful
Mather ever present to comfart the afflicted, The
Virgin Mary s¢ long the centar in the haorts of the
foithful lzading them #o her Divine Son, her statae,
a cenfer of lighted joy and flewary joy come floar
ing out of church o3 the roof and walls came crom-
bing down. All ather Santos were aithar busied in
the mud or destroyed. Fothes Sarot lived and cele.
broted Moss in the schood house ofter the flood. He
was loter fronsferred fo Maogdalena.

Phato:

wos had by all in spite ol tha vary inclement
weather, This church wios alse cestroyed by flood
watess becouse it had been built on grourd yet not
high snaugh. This was just ebout the and of San
Marcial ond the Misskan o5 well. The cemetary
lvown as Bl Campo Sl de hos Gorzabes on the
hill still remansz. Thit ond the ragulor cemebery
whare mony beoutiful keadsionas and monuments
siond in sil=nt inbute lo the foithful people of San
Mareiol, There are still cemaiaries in La Me2a, Val
Wards ond Confadero.

Courtesy of
Emilip Chovesz



San Antondte Church, alio of one Hme o missiin
of San Martiol was built sometime between 1904
ond 1906_ '+ was blessed in 1905 For the building
of Hhis church o camenission of fve was choren fo
raise meney and supervise the building of thia
chureh, This was a wey smaoll commuenity. Those
who were hnoncially capable helped with money
and thome weie not sble fursished the lobor.
Meediess to say all who wers copabla helped fa-
wards the gathering of materialy and the building.
The ball come fram the mission of Pora)je,

Pholo: Courtesy af Mrs. Abigail Bienchi

AN ANTOMIO MIZSKON fokes vs back again
ta 1 598 when the sefilement of Son Antoric was
known ai Soneou, The Mission of San Ankonie
sspms to hove been established by Froy Anlunia
de Artega. The first church was built in the soction
af the town than called La Plozo Yiejn The ariginal
wiructure was amall with o flot rood and bell tower.
I had dirt fleors witheut pews. The Santes which
were originaly in this church wers loter ramoved
and foken fo El Pase del Sur and pot in ather miy-
sioms there, What remains of the origingl San Arn-
lonie de Senseu Church are amall mounded nuins
coversd wih mesguite bushes. Ansther church was
built or the site whee the present now stands.
General Evanistade Mantoys and his wife Franei-
quita imperted g stotue of Son Anfonio de Poduo
from Framce 1o be put in the cherch, Duning the

Thi floods of 1929 destrayed the church, Effars
wers meda afler the Aood ia rebuild . & committes
of five was agoin chasen far the preject, it wos ned
jang belors they ran oot of funds ond the pecple
were asked o donate adobes and ather necessary
materials. The church was finally completed. The
property whene lhe church wos bult wos donated
by Sorobobel Chover. The mission wes sald same
yeeurs lober during the Pastorate of Magr. Jomes I
M,
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Photg; Courtedy of Grace lucera

years of depression, the building went ino dis-
repair wnkil i1 could not be wsed a3 a cherch any
mare. |t was decided ta rebuild on the same site,
The present chuch m Son Anionic is this chureh,

Consfoncio Miemm and the Mayordomos Mourice
Chavez and the lote Seledon Joromilla were the
supsrvisors of this prajest. The orgonizofions and
the warious sotisling wodked together o moke the
orejeel @ success. The hmel wers hard but the
strenuows effars of all Catholics of the paridh
reached the desired chjective. Even aftor wiiness-
ing the fuibe of their lober ond socrifices, they
nevar ftopped working end planming to find ways
and means 1o moke the spiritual Ife of the mission
more plessing te God. Mr, Conrad Hilken, the
fomed Hotel entrapraneur wos colled upan 1o assist
o3 o former sarishenar of the Mission of San An-
tomio ware he wos bom. Things hove changed
down thru the years and memaries ofe SUrpossing
the growth of San Antonio. At present plam ave
being drawn io improve tha inkeries end extorior of
thin misslon.

S5AM JOSE MISEION in Luis Loper seemi o
hove been in exiience samewhere betwesn 1840
and 18868, The first church wos destrayed by o
flacd. A new chureh was built on highsr geaund
The stahse of the Patron Saint was again placed in
its niche, il had been soved out of the flood wo
fers. The work of constructing this substantially
beautiful chapel was done by all the people around
this Ttfle community, old ond yourg, men and
women allke. They made their own odobes, mixed
their pwn moterials for garnishing and plasfering
lbeth the aubside and inside. Much of this material
wad accurmiilaied ol offen tremendous socrifice.
The stabons af the cross were made by Abron Gar-
cia. They were loter replaced with stations from the
chwrch of Tokay, Mew Mexico which was beng dis-
continued. Several Fothers were responsible for
this Mission. The Podres Lestra, Juan Bren and

San Jose Mission

SAGRADA FAMILIA MISSIOM i Lemitar ac-
earding to Fray Angalica Chaver was built ia 1831
ond the land wos donated by Juan Plotera. Here
the church building has @ resemblonce fo San Mi-
guel in Secorre, Don Pable Sonchez ard his wile
Learar are buried underneoth the present Altar
They were a promirent fomlly In the Cotholic Com-
munity. In front of the churdch are buried ather no-
tobles of the town who were bearers of respanii-

Agustin who would come from Socorra for Mo
and &l ether impariant religious functions,

All the stobuss wars gift fram vorious fomilies.
A in ol the other missions, the thing fo be painfed
out here is the concerted afforts of all the Catholics
o donate their lime, efforts, materials, meney over
and over again. Their spirit never diminished in the
foce of disaster. Here too, the many devotions, es-
pecially to Our Lody were well ultended and re-
mamed the one foclor which Impl the pcllbﬁh e
gether in the abiance of thair Priest. Two extremely
valuable Santos from this mission ore kept in e
sofety of San Miguel Rectory. The ane of San lose
with the lnfant Jesus is soid fo be over 273 years
old. Another of Moria Santissima de los Dobores is
not as old,

billity known foe thair work in the church,

One of Sonchee” Indian servants is buried in front
of the church, her nome was Mogdalena, There
was never a pastor assigned to this church, All reli-
glows services were directed from Socomro. In the
uldien doys the Priest would come every four
months and stay for three doys. With advenced
communications the Priadt would come mare often.



SAM ACACIO MISSION in 5on Acace an ald
church hedt in the TEO00's wos much large thaen
e present one, 'thres timar as lorge" says Safe-
rine Gonzales, "on adobe church with lorge
vigas,"' Tha lond the church waa built an wes de-
rated by Enrique Gonzoles, B was loter casroyed
by switt waters of tha Ria Grande whick was ro-

ing the eaunteyside in rhe Hood of August
1229, The moyordomas with the help of all the
people salvoged what they could. It wos on ar-
duesis and disceureging tesk. The Sonbes wera
saved ond brought to the home of Flavio Sonchez.
This was also the home Father Pelrer was raying
Movas in b the fesd bad saikoded  Whea tha
walls of the church collopsed the pews and furni-
ture were buried in the mud. The g, pewd, and
cabinets were soivoged.

1929
Flond

Phabes Caurlesy of Edwerd E. Tosres
San Pedro Mission

SAM PEDRO MISSIOM: 5on Pedro hos a stary
i itsell, Again we hove she wards of ofd fimers,
Hia. Josusita Padilla and Mre. Manonne da Beca.
The property hod belonged to Juom end Lipe
Hiern. The buildng used fer a church was an eld
danze nall. Mrs. Morionno Boca remembars move
ing from Bosquecite in 1891, at the cge of sight,
1 San Pedro and the church was abicady there. o
ther Jusnite Brun tended this missicn from Secome
and Fother Palzer os well from San warcial. The
life of the community woi accentuated aound he
Fiastas di Son Podro. This Fiesto wis calabrated in
Hovember and June. The stationa af the oross do

A aew church wos built by the peodsde. olthough
rmh smwller, with the enironce facing te Morth,
Thera woi @ bowst bullt and = largs ball pud up et
could ba heord to Alomillo, Tedoy tis mission &
nat being used and the thurch is 2omewhat dilops
do~ad. The lond and bwilding stifl Eelong to the
Catholic Church. There was ancther smal choges| in
Le Jallita, Esst of Son Arsada Dam, but only ruens
ramezing part of the walls are skill rh:ru:irrg and o
cemet=ry close by where the cresses can sl be
seen in the midst of mesqute bushes, Bolling
Greer neor Sarn Acocio waos vsed by the Panitente:
in the performance of thair ribos, Howsver, Bris weas
o farming community cnd no church wos builr
there. Some of their crude crosses moy still be
found.

nated by Mrs, Podilo and Camille Soovedra, the
mayordomos, cre preserty in Lo Joyo. The hond-
coreed siotue of Son Pedre, o stobue carved lram
driftwoed out of the Rio Gronds in 1897, is now in
the church of Lemitor olong with the stale of
Marsa Santissima de los Dolzres, I eams he dead
far tha properly wos honded down from moyar-
damas ta mayerdamos. The chain of 1hiz event was
braken when the lost movordomos recorded the
desd in his nome and seld the churdh. Whan San
Pedro wes discontinued, the owners took bock their
pews,

SAN LOREMTCO, Palvaders: Thare ssems o bs
very litke to record o te foundation of this misskon
and as to its nama, It is possible that the nome Son
Loserzo for the mission itself was token fram his-
tarical bit perfeining te o land grom, wiz *San Lo
rento de Polvedera. Father Stankey, in his book;
“Socorre the Oails™ has bur an llluskon fo rhis
e, The older abatue which was in the miséon
church we are lobd was token bock 1o Maxico. The
priianl ene i chained 1o ih pedevial, The pecpls
of thiv amea were lsaving in numbers much ta the
regrel of the remeining redidents.

The Old Tewn was being cbandoned, so thii gave
rise ba the Mew Mission being the focal point of re-

OUR LADY OF FATIMA  a small dhureh in the
area af Flonda which is port of the porish of San
Migual within the City of Socarra iy o shrine built in
Honor of Our Lady of Fatima in thonksgiving 1o
God for many fovors received, but since there ol
ready wan @ church within the pariak of Son Migual
dedicated to the Holy Fomily in Lemitar, it was fi-
nolly decded ofter much consuitotion thot the new
cthurch be in honor of owr lody of Folimo. This
shiring was buil with permission of the Pastor, Fa-
ther John Majewski,

ligiaus sefvity, This i @ vary fine church and well
kept. There is o large wooden plague af the reor of
the church: YGLESIA DE SAN LOREMNZIO MARTIR,
COMISIONADOS, EDUARDO CHAVEEZ PRESDT.,
AWNTOMIO JOSE LUMA, SRIO, GERDMIMOD PA.-
DILLA, TESRD,, CONCLUIgA ¥ COMNTRUIR A.D.
1902, MAYORDOMOS FRUTOS0 BARRERAS,
AGOSTO 10 de 1902, The Firat Mois was cele-
brated on the feast day of Son Lorenzo by Father
Filiberto Martin 10 Ausg. 1902, Moyardomas hava
[Tih] u:pnm:i‘bh for the mointenance and upkesp
of the church ever snce. Moch recent new wark
hos been done on 4. The land of the present church
wizs deeded to the churdh hr Wir_and Mrs. Lucsano
Luna,

San Lorenzo

It wos blessed by Achbiskop Byrne the 16th of
December 1951_ An outside shring was built near
thee nowth entrarce of the ehureh in memory of M,
Teresite Gonzches, Mrs. Christine Munez, Mrs.
Meaoria Borela. The statue of Our Lody of Fatima is
enclosed in her nsche., This Shrine Church was com-
pletely built by the people of Florida with the help
ond omsistonce of the neorby communities. 1t is o
tribsube tor the wivele congregation for o masterful
work well done and mest pleasing to God.



SANTA RITA ... RILEY

In 1882, Pedro Aragon and his tomily
were “he first o move to Riley, Shortty at-
ter other families from Polvadera begaon fo
mowe am, They lved in cavedike homes
which were bullt on mountoin sides while
they corshiucled thetr homes, LUpon com-
pletion  of their homas, Pedre  Arogon
unided the le- and logather they built
the chursh | The walls wers built fram bowes
filledd with mud which made the odobe, the
walls are about 18 10 24 irches thick. Yeso
wos used fo point the walls, A fomily by
the name of Armijo passed throwgh Riley
with o statue of Santa Rita. Thay donatad it
te the chunch and it wes thus that the
church was namec. This Armije couple werne
mutes. Falber Martines came every first
Tuesday from Socomrs to offer Moss, In
1924, the original dirt Ager wos covered
with a woud flous. The Riley Fieslo hald
each Moy, continues to be very wall al-
terded even though only thres of four fam-
ilies sl reside in Riley proper

SAN ANTONIO

Sa AMNTOMIZ in Alemillo, a very fine
srall church n o small communily af fins
peaple, whe hove shown in the post like evei
so mony of the eorlier missions the =illingness
of the people 1o shore fhw [aith ond their
lave by vaselfish aetion and indemitable cour-
agh for the gragter honor and glory of God,
Whean the church i Son Acacio was sevaraly
damaged by food wafers of the Rz Grande
o August 1929, Mrs, Seferino (Carcling Cha-
ver) Gonzaes, with the belp of God, wanted
a church in Alamillo, fo be ouilt for the Puebla
of Alemelo on o parcel of bong given ta her by
her fother Estonuslads Chever, Foather Pelzer
withed for the odobe house on the land e be
refained a5 he hod wisions of fiving  thers
somedoy.

The pressnt church ws buil in the 19307
Guodalupe Gorcia and Manuel Chaver buil
the odobe walls and Mecedonic Gonzabes the
floors and rock. The necessary funds were
raited by o local committes In town ond out
of town. They solicited funds a1 the need
arose. The response was genercus. The origi-
ral Altor was of pine and made by the local
flack. The new Alkar, the prasent ana i o glft
from the Catholic Church Extansion Society of
the USA, The lighted Cothedral aver the Ta-
bemass was donoted by Pere Iomora, The
furniture i the socristy and the rug before the
Alar were sdlvaged fem the Son Acocio
Church. The Socristy wos odded ro the church
by Macedonio Gonzoles and Gregorie Apo-
doco in 1932, Over the door as vou leove
one notice: the wooden sign reading: Con
struida por Guadalupe Garciz y Hijes Cam-
oniodos—Padre Gorein, Precidanta; Alfonsar
Posalta, Tesorera: Macedonio Genzales, Ind
Tasorerg, 1030,

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN

Yeors before Mogdalera become o villoge,
a smal buildng ocross the frocks wae used as
o Caurch. Prior to [#1E, 51, Mory Magdaben
Church wea along with 113 missiens of Santa
Riles en I!ii.e:,- and San Juan Baotistn in Kally o
measion of San Migucd. The present Charch
wos buit obout 1920 o1 o bosement for o
ha{l.-lhfdly p|ur|rs¢d edifice; As the mines be-
gan to close furds become mare ond more
scarce and what Fends remoned were used 1o
make the basement church the structvre for
woeship of Cathadics in Magdalena, The name
of the Patroncss of both the Catholic Chuerch
ond the Commurity come from the "foce on
the meuntoin that resembled o yeung
woman' thought to be Mary Mogdalea On
warch &, 1973 the tfransfer of Father Emma-
neel Defloerst to Carrizoze, the Archbishop
of Sante Fe refurned the Parish of 5t Mary
Magdalen te a Mission of Son Miguel,

SAN JUAN BAUTISTA ... KELLY

With more and mare catholic fem-
s moving mbe Kaelly, Adollo Terres
saw a need fer o church and colled o
meeting of the community to discuss
plum-. Tha First church was an ole 22-
kit Hheat was purchosed and ued far
some fime. Laler it was sold and be-
rome o donce hodl, During this peried
no patron saint had bean given to this
church edifice. In dhot his son wuas
ramed Juan, Adoltto Tarmes asked the
peaple of Kelly to name "he Church
after San Juon Bavliske and it woz ap
praved, A stotue of Son Juon de Bou-
liska and Blessed Mother were pur-
dhased, In F948, the original boilding
veus hom down ond in | 948, using the
same materials, Adelfo Tafoya, Man-
il Boca, Dominico Zormara, Jr., Pete
Maonkens, Mae Minez, Juan Orkaga,
ke Montano and Migeel Zomoro
biilt the present structore, The fiat
Moypordomos were Mr. onc Mrs.
Daminico Zamora, Sr. This church was
served by Father Saolvotore di Gio-
wenrid Paster in Magdolena.



Reminisces of A Pastor During Renovation

Maonths and months of planning “ollowed 4%
yoors of dreaming of the Restgration of Qid San
Migiel Mission. Finally the long mwaited doy -
rived for it wo: an Joncary 15, 1973 thot the first
pick-o0x bagon tha bringing to fore what many hod
spokcen of in writing and verse fer years as the lay-
s upan layers of plaster were removed. Jain wilh
mee a8 a Postor wanders throwgh the siz monthe ot
tearing down . and huilding up We'll start our
rooming aye o the foundation of the new foyer ra-
placed the kwsly rose garden clongside the west
side of the side cgpe], The back-up has operaier
dumps his shovel and fom 4% foet down we Find
pirras of bumi wood with clath matted too ot nlong
with bumt adoses. |5 it part of an ol casket? s i
paart of aur church destrayed oy fire inthe 146807
We remove the $1;|n|:h.ur}' Hoor fo find old daca-
rated pieces of lumber, hane painted and roughly
carved bul previously disturbed as they have
“sow'' morks, Mearby in on aren oboyt 3 feet in
aheomsrler of the Feoitl Cusl corner of e Apse ural
Sorchiory we fird mony pecer of Burnd woed
chorooal.

In the apse oboul &-B inches aobove the presesd
step or obout 20 inches obove the floor level we
fing 2 holes of exoct dimansian hodizontally across
the apse from eadh ather, very Fkely where the old
atter rail wos embedded in the wal, Just below the
sotpe of Cur Lody of Perpetual Help, yaso out-
lames 0 bwriol phoce. Some say il was the burial
phace of o former Pastor, athers say it was the sitc
af the Firs! "Santa Enberra’,

Looking up obeut 13" to 18 we sea on bath
sides of the wall adining the opse odobes very
diffzrent in structure ond size indimﬁng ansthar
fill-in. 3earching oround for an explasstion we dis-
covar in o photograph faken on the doy of berial of
Fr. 3enifa Bernard that there was an arch over the
opening of the opse and the adobes of dilfean
vty cery aver The niches of the Secred Heart
and Our Lady of Farpetual Help. Meving te our leti
toword the Secristy, the ax of o laborer chops
awwy whan suddenly he nofes color. He staps but
il i3 too late. Wnder the Socred Heort pointed on
yesa we find some otist' s work with rad and green
paints. The odabes are stuck to the yeis and al-
tampts to remove centinue gesiroving o pairhng.
As in other disceverles, tme ond lack of maney
hers prevents o furllien study. However plosieners
latke hos becn put mround the panting so the ce-
ranl plus.hr sl pest ednara 1o our discovery. Gen
erations o tome moy chooie ta bry fo salvage this
arfist's wark,

The irragubar doar %o tha sacristy is foo short so
we raise it in height carefully concealing in the cor-
ner condult for our new electrical systam.

On the south wal obove the sawed gl win
dow we find cur First lintel kencath layers of plos
her, We eoqlinue an this wall and directly below
tha window about 8'below, onother larger lntel (s
wncovered, Outlines of yeso arcund odobes of o
different structure indscate an apening of seme sort
devwn b ground level. Ordess ore given to remove
corgtully 2 to 3" of ndobes and we tind linfels
charred and bodly burnt with walls of yesa It s oh-
viously a desrway. s the South wall always
cloinped to be port of the 1578 convento. ks owr
discowsry 0 prowf of the ariginal Chureh hcing
modo part of the 14151421 sfrusture? It oppears

sl

A1 Ihe eerner of the Sanchuary belew Cur Lady
of Lourdes stoue we are nformed |:|".I a zarishicnar
thet Father JE. Brun is buried. & savers structural
crack 15 untavared high i the safme comer bol gur
structural engneer infarmis ws it hos been pears
since Hhwre wor any movernenl ared advises we da
nt diisturks it but Fill it with conorete. Repeatedly as
plastar falls chunks of sdobe fastened to the plas-
teer Fall omd wee bl,-l-gin kg evidencs af paerac of
potteny mixad into Adobes. Our A'Ch“_‘ﬂlﬂl’._[ it dedes
thesa pieces garhened ta the 12th,, 135th., 4th
and 17th. centuries. One of the workers, g porish-
ioner Tom Herron finds wp close fe the rool em-
bedded in an Adoke on old deer horn ond corn-
husks, Remawal of the ploque af Guadalspe Boco's
burial place shows romees wf bucal in sl e ool
so and confacs with fomily members of the Baca's
varily burlal ivin nesva floar bonacth site of plogqua
os thot of Don Pedro Baca en the opposite side of
main nave. T the laft of this plogue site we find
below the South Wesl window ¢ld foorng cow.
ering ower an apening 24" x 4" % 30" which many
parishionars tell us wos the site of 'El Sontz En-
tierro,” It promotes vs fo wont fo ssarch tor the re
mered “old wosden Santo’.

On fhis South woll we wnesvar cvar all windows
and doors, lintels which are now visible— 35 ond &
linlels desp. Ancther severe crock rear the chair
loft it matehed with a similar crack on the apposite
wall, Our Structural e e et tels us the towess
ore 50 haavy they ore pulling away from the nove
which cguses us to build a butiress on aithar side to
reintorce the towers, Digging o fourdation for
these buttressas we find mony infont graves right
along side the fronl Tucude of the chuich

The ald ‘eyar is removod ot the mon entronce
and oz plaster folls we find bwo huge lintels about
15 t¢ 18 in length ond about 207 in width and
ahout 10 te 12" in dapth, A most obvious odobe
differance shaws the eriginal deor must have been
straight waolls rather than the present slanfed or
oblique wals, Up in the choir lof the old dgar from

ouhiide reactad by ladder only is uncoversd. The
losf viges i the nave & seer fo be quite diterent in
struchure from the athers. A scroll design s faynd
povinted an this viga bl sludy shows this painting is
aower varnish which indicates it wes of o recent
origin.

A dacision is made that structurally o new shair-
case will b needed io the cwir orec so the old
stoircase is remeved alang with the covaring of the
choir Ioft done we are fold by Mr. Juan Swule Se,
in e T230's Mr. Sorcte kad dicd about Bwe
manths priese ta this uncovesing. We find to aur dis-
mny thot oxes have been applied fo the lovey cor
nels and vigas ard pilesters of the choir lofls. 4
huge bee hive with medh wos wis burnt oway on
the corbel neor the prasert museuin cose. Farsh-
onars tell thar the doaraay in the right levwwi was
wmarl wal @1 poom vsed in the | 9207 by Fr. Peter Pal
ewr aap un affice, This seeme ba waplein what B lin-
bel in Hhe cight buttenss wos for.

Thraughout "he walls pieces of wood are foumd
atb vorious levels and the ercheclogist explains how
the seotbald was made by plocng logs In adobe
ond shen firm, otrer logs were ploced on thess fit
ting pieces me o bype of scoffold later 1o be cut of
i the men descend Far ~hie lnst hime. Mear the
Merth East windew 2 large Iag and several small
enes ore fowne. Exaomining again the picture af Fa
ther Benita Bernord's fumeral we see ot was hare
the od pulpit wes atteched to the wall Beneath
this window we find yeso and it shews an opening
of o sorl. Jorwm say the ok windows were con
struchzd in thiz foshion, narrow ot the baterm and
wider af tha tap

In aur desire fo locote the obd Sonbos wa de.
cided o remove o partizn of the flacr near the old
staircose, whare we were fold they wore buried.
The 3 wooden flumay ware removes labe anc alter
nesn, The nest merning sne of the werkars
stepp=d off anta tha adobe fear ord sunk in obaw
3 ‘ech obwiously & groval It is tere we invite Mr
Dovid Snow, Cumgter of Archeology—Museum in
Saita Fe, 12 spard a few weaks, In the covrse of
his bedious siffing of sail; in oddifion to pottery we
found 5 skeleran, 2 gdults and 3 infants, e un
cavired only  tiny pisce of eloth cbout |™ wsare
ard re wead which indicates no coffin used; con-
vinring us due fo the large amounl of debdis that
this is @r Indion buriol ground For orecs of dumping
were considerad sacred by tke Indians. Furiher ex-
covahon uncosers the presently axposed rodk four-
daticr. It i much diffgrent from the leendotion of
the muin nove, which leads us to belicve it s part
of the Qbd Indicn Tample on which some historians

FH]

say our Ok Mission wos first constroctad, e,
Snow paints oul several okl cdobe Aoor leeels gl
huw susng ware bornt.

The Marth wall glio showsd ar area of about
3% to 4 Feet high bural adobes ol along Hhe navs.
Burnt odobas being reddish in color ond the athar
adobex, g brewnish odobe color bat ¢ll adobes ot
the same design and size.

M. David Jenes, o rotired Forest Rangar, comes
end fakes chout |54 70 canings of the old lumber
uncavered ond of the vigos, At -he tme of this
wrilirg) wa have not getlen any reporis ox to oge
or date of deatk of tress wied in construction of
our old Mission.

Another paint of interest was tha determining
that the niche balaw tha stained glass windaw of
S Miguel over the moin antronce was tha sile of
an ald Ball. Warn lumber, from choins o ropes, s
visibl in pitched roof oreas,

Al swdents of sarly Suullmesst history know
thwat Churches wers Foeed East and the Sanchasry
arsa whars aarly morning Mess woe offared doiby
wos lluminagted by o cleresiery window which et in
the eorly mormning sunlight, Cur clerestory shows
it ong viga foiled and ¢nothar wos put alangsids
fo shengihan it, &t o botes dale thes ena afso failed
ond it was at this time the arch was put in and op
parently solved the probdsm, These 2 ‘ront ~igas
liks Hhe k3t @ne in e moin rove wara much mase
iregular ir struchire Where the side Chopel meeots
the man struclura, wa remaved Hhe fleoring and
faund 3 wooden flaors ond o compodt ndebe fleor,
o cross-section of which may se sean in our mu-
seurn case, In this orea we ore fedd was burled on
other former Poster, Tellwr Filiberto Maortin, Be-
neath the present Presidental chair ic the cite of
Father Benila Barnord's burial.

The anly wall that did ot recsive o total new
plaslering is the back wall of the apss where in
1945, a frered wall wos conshucled over the
existing odoke wol for the reception ot the crucili-
aon sip concted in memary of aue garishioners
who made Hhe supreme sacrifice.

In the fower @ wax reproduction of the in-
scriphion an the bell war made, it reads:
Cast by 1 G. Struckstede & drathers
Rev. Beniic Bomard
TB&D

The talling hall & the opposite tewer has na daote
or inscriphian.



Ibe side chapel built by Los Cobalberos de Son
Miguel over 100 yeors ogo enderwent o drasiic re-
novotion in 1973, In oddition to the new pilched
cemant floor that wos poured, the West windows
were removed and opened to the new foyer built
to house rew heating ond air conditioning wnifs in
the ottic spoce, The lower part of this foyer sow
the corstruction of the new type of fooe o foce
eonfassional or o3 soms gall it Covnseling Con-
fassional ond the boilding of a roditional fhype cos-
fessianal with an electione system for those heving
headng problems installed. The remainder of the
fayer serves i am area for bulletin boord and
mogazinge rades. The Way of The Cross was sel up
here and the bock wall the se of lovely stabues
donated years befors,

The mapst charge was the esnstruction of

El Santa Entigerel

mafching vigos and corbels, an entire new celing
made by Lory Voo Londingham with the majority
of the viges coming from Truth or Consegquences
area welghing cbout 600 pounds each and the re-
mainder, by front & from Colorado weighing BOO
pounds of more each,

The entira sbueiure externally received o new
cont of adabs eolor siucen. The towers were Haed
wereened in and all wood work was given 2 coats
of Mavaja red. The new elacirical, haating, air con-
ditioned plant makes a very plaasant ploce fo wor-
thip or we have new Colonial Siyle pews making
wur wisl with our Heovenly Father one of joy and
comfort, A rand celorad earpat wes instolled bo
give the effect of a dirt flzor ond the sonciuary
was made ornale by a

Thirknass of walls 5 feet plus

ar

o & %h
Setting up temporary Chapel in
The Hilton-Mt. Carmel Lunchroom

RESTORATION BEGINS

It was badly needed,
the walls were crumbling!

View from Choir Loft of Sanchuary
View from Sanctuary of Main church.



View of Side Chapel and Confessionals

Chared lintels in 1598 door per-
The stained ceiling haps from 1680 uprising when _ >
the extent of lighting! church was bumt. Clerestory window source of origi-

I nal lighting in Sanctuary area.

o (N
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he Apse ceiling is uncovered!

{over Altar of Repose) e e ""'" "'.:'
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Main Entrance with plaster removed.
Note different types of adobes, un-
covered lintels, and Choir floor.

1598 door partially opened showing
filled in adobe and yeso.

Chair area dating 1925, 1930

The old staircase




A CAVE IN PROMPTS
ARCHEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION

Larry Van Landingham and Vincent Peralta pulting A cave-in
vigas in place.

David Snow, Curator of Archae-
ology at the Museum of New
Mexico and assistant, Bennie
Romero.

Finished Corbel!
One of five Human Skeletons found!




! oy = , ‘ Thi_s old foundation could be that of the ancient Indian Temple on which some
Father Labreche, Pastor, examines a portion of a “m“'}?‘ say the old Mission was constructed. Other historians could dlaim it as the
human skull and a tibia! foundation of the original Mission.

' THE ARCHEOLOGIST DISCOVERS AN OLD FOUNDATION

Curalor, David Snow points out various adobe floor levels to Father Don Pedro A. Baca plague 1598 wall after Restoration |
Laurier A. Labreche, Pastor



