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America's old flour mills were a distinctive part 
of Americana. However, few remain. Socorro's 
Crown Mill is one of the few still standing in the 
southwest. This Socorro landmark was built by 
an immigrant family from Germany. Their 
story, and the building of the mill, is an 
interesting chapter in Socorro's history.

The 19th Century

In the early 1800s, the United States was 
emerging as a world power and economy to rival 
that of Great Britain under Queen Victoria – the 
so-called prosperous Victorian era. In New 
Mexico, life was fairly stable under the Spanish 
throne. Supply caravans along El Camino Real 
kept New Mexican's well supplied with necessary 
household items, farming implements, tools, 
clothing and food from Mexico, Europe and Asia. 
There were a dozen villages and hundreds of 
fruitful farms along the Rio Grande in Socorro 
County. Life was good.

Such was not the case elsewhere in the world. 
Europe, especially, was in constant turmoil, with 
countries like France, Prussia (today's Germany) 
and Italy still living under the rule of ruthless 
monarch families.

When French ruler Napolean Bonaparte took 
control of Spain's wealth in 1908, the Spanish 

Empire began to fall like dominoes. Mexico gained 
her independence in 1821; New Mexico became 
part of Mexico in 1823.

The Prussian and Ottoman empires were also 
crumbling, leaving Europe in total disarray with 
no central government or leadership. Countless 
thousands had been killed, millions of acres of 
farm land sat destroyed or abandoned, leading to 
widespread famine and collapsed economies. 
Mass emigration began as starving Europeans, 
primarily French and Germans, sought a decent 
life elsewhere.

Many fled to Russia, where skilled laborers were 
greeted with promises of employment and land 
ownership. One of those Germans in Russia was 
John Gruenwald.
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The Gruenwalds in Russia

John Heinrich Gruenwald was born in 
Germany in 1793. He fled to Odessa, Russia, a 
growing port city on the Black Sea, at age 20. John 
was a locksmith. In those days, a locksmith did not 
just make keys, but the entire lock. A locksmith's 
shop usually consisted of a forge, lathe, and other 
tools for handcrafting the lock mechanisms.

At 24 years old, John married another German 
immigrant, Agathe Shantz, in 1817. Over the 

Harper’s Weekly, 1867
The view of Odessa, Ukraine, when visited by Mark 
Twain in 1867.  It has long been an important port city on 
the Black Sea.
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following years, they had two daughters and four 
sons, the youngest, John junior, born in Odessa in 
1842.

For twenty years, the Gruenwald's had a good 
life in Russia. However, by the late 1840s, life 
around Odessa went into decline. In central 
Europe, several years of poor harvests, rising food 
prices and continued unrest caused more 
emigrants to flood into Russia. 

By 1848, with over 60,000 Germans living in 
200 settlements along the Black Sea, Russia could 
no longer fulfill its promise of employment, free 
land or housing. Unemployment and crime 
became rampant. Bloody revolutions spread 
across Europe.

John Gruenwald's eldest son, Gottlieb, and 
daughter Regina Magdalena, were among the first 
to leave Odessa. Traveling to America, they settled 
in Ohio. No doubt their letters home to Russia 
about life in America began to sound very good.

In early 1849, Ludwig Bette, one of the Odessa 
Germans, began to organize an exodus. He 
recruited some of his trusted friends, most with a 
measure of affluence, to pay for a ship to carry 
them to America. One of those families were the 
Gruenwalds. With the funds in place, Bette hired 
the sailing ship Constantia.

The Constantia was a modest sized Norwegian 
barque, a three masted sailing vessel, used 
primarily as a cargo ship. It is not known if the 
Bette's and Gruenwald's were aware of it's 
relatively small size, but it would have to do.

On July 12, 1849 (July 1 on the Russian 

calendar), twenty one families, consisting of 87 
persons, boarded the Constantia at Odessa. The 
ship's manifest shows Ludwig Bette boarded with 
wife Anna, two sons, and a brother and sister. 
John Gruenwald, now 55 years of age, boarded 
with wife Agathe, daughters Agathe and 
Elizabeth, sons Henry, William, and John, and 
24-year old housekeeper Frederica Bader.

Nothing is known about the voyage or any ports 
of call along the way, except that 87 persons on a 
small cargo ship, week after week, turned into a 
miserable voyage.

The Greenwalds in America

After 101 days at sea, the Constantia arrived in 
New York City on October 22, 1849. Ellis Island 
was not built until 1893, such that these early 
immigrants registered through the Port of New 
York. 

As was typical of European immigrants, they 
changed their names to more “English” sounding 
names. Ludwig Bette became Lewis Beatty and 
John Heinrich Gruenwald became John Henry 
Greenwald.

After the voyage from Odessa, the Constantia 
returned to light cargo service. Records are 
sketchy, but it appears she sunk in July 1868 while 
in the Nahoon River in East London, near Cape 
Town, South Africa.

Most of the German immigrants from Odessa 
moved to Ohio. Lewis Beatty and family settled on 
Kelley's Island in Lake Erie and became successful 
wine makers.

John Henry Greenwald joined his son, Gottlieb, 
and daughter Regina. By 1850, he owned a 350 
acre farm and operated a flour mill near 
Fredericksburg, Ohio. In 1853, wife Agathe died. 
John Henry, nearly 60 years old, married 28-year 
old Frederica Bader, the housekeeper who came 
with the family from Odessa, which angered some 
of the family.

John Jr., as a young teen, moved to live with his 
sister, Elizabeth, in New York City. When the Civil 
War broke out, 20-year old John Jr. enlisted in 
Company L, First Regiment of the New York 
Mounted Rifles as a private. He was later 
promoted to corporal. Greenwald's company 
soldiered around Norfolk and south into the 
swamps of North Carolina. In 1864, they 
participated in the year-long seige of Petersburg 
and Richmond in Virginia. John Greenwald, Jr. 
was mustered out of military service in June 1865. 

Courtesy of Sailing Ships Oktett
The Greenwalds sailed to America on the Constantia, 
similar to these 3-masted Norwegian barques. The 1849 
voyage to New York City took 101 days. The Constantia 
sunk near Cape Town, South Africa in 1868.



The Long Road to Socorro

Upon discharge following his Civil War service, 
John Jr. returned to Ohio and worked in his 
father's flour mill. By 1871, he was in St. Louis, Mo. 
working as a miller at the Postel Milling Company. 
He married Mary Alice Racine the following year. 
In 1873, John's father, the locksmith from Odessa, 
died at 80-years of age.

to Socorro and the mining camps at Magdalena 
and Kelly. From John's memoirs, written later in 
life, it appears he made more money grubstaking 
others than from mining himself.

The Los Chavez Huning Mill

While John had only limited success as a miner, 
he apparently enjoyed good health in New Mexico. 
John moved his family to the Territory in the mid-
1880s. It was here that John met Louis B. Huning, 
a local merchant building a flour mill at Los 
Chavez, south of Los Lunas.

Like the Greenwalds, the Hunings were also 
German immigrants that had fled the turmoil in 
Europe. Brothers Carl and Frantz became 
successful merchandisers in Albuquerque and 
Santa Fe. By the 1870s, Louis, and brother Henry, 
owned the L&H Huning Mercantile store in Los 
Lunas. Louis also developed trading posts along 
the wagon road to Arizona and owned large cattle 
ranches near Los Lunas and Quemado. By 1886, 
Louis Huning decided to build a flour mill to add 
to his portfolio of businesses. He hired John 
Greenwald to be his master miller and run the 
business.

The Hunings have been a long prominent Los 
Lunas area family for generations and remains so 
to this day. Fourth generation Louis Huning 
served as mayor of Los Lunas from 1984 to 2010.

The Huning and Greenwald families became 
good friends due to their common German 
heritage and language, and perhaps the reason 
Greenwald was hired. Though by now, John 
Greenwald was a master miller and well qualified 
to run a mill in his own right.

The Huning Mill was water powered, as were 
most in the region. To ensure a reliable water 
source, Huning had a seven-mile long ditch dug to 

John Greenwald, now the senior John 
Greenwald in the family, began to suffer from the 
hardships and diseases he encountered during the 
Civil War. He was diagnosed with tuberculosis. 
John decided to move west for a better climate and 
hopefully better health. 

By 1880, John was working as a miller at the 
Quaker Milling Co. in Pueblo, Colorado, the 

Courtesy of Patrick Graves
The 1872 wedding photo of John Greenwald, Jr. to Mary 
Alice Racine. They moved to Socorro and built the 
Crown Mill in 1892.

largest mill in the 
region. The old mill 
still stands as one of 
Pueblo's historic 
buildings. The 1880 
census l ists  the  
family as consisting 
of 38-year old John, 
wife Mary, and four 
children.

W o r k i n g  a s  a  
miller was seldom a 
year-round job. The 
mills often sat idle 
during the winter 
and spring months. Like many men of this era, 
John spent his “idle time,” with a touch of gold 
fever, prospecting in Colorado and New Mexico. 
In the early 1880s, one of these trips brought him 

Pueblo Historical Society
Built in 1869, the old Quaker 
Flour Mill still stands in the 
historic district in Pueblo, Co.

Photo courtesy Valencia County Historical Society.
The Huning family circa. 1900 with Louis B. Huning on 
the left, wife Henrika Busch-Huning front center, and 
their children. 



build up proper pressure to power his Los Chavez 
mill. The canal remains today, called the Huning 
Lateral, between Los Lunas and Los Chavez.

Greenwald made a good living as the millwright 
of the Huning Mill. Additionally, keeping a grain 
mill running required constant maintenance. 
When one of the wooden gears or shafts broke, a 
new one had to be crafted. When a metal 
component failed, a new one had to be fashioned. 
John became a skilled carpenter and mechanic 
from repairing the milling machinery. 

Greenwald attempted to purchase the mill on a 
couple of occasions. However, Louis Huning did 
not want to sell his profitable business.

According to Valencia County history, 
competition between the various flour mills along 
the Rio Grande, from Albuquerque to Belen, 
became fierce around 1890. Cut-throat deals and 
constant legal disputes over flowing water rights, 
with alternating years of floods and drought, 
fueled the growing scorn among mill owners. The 
Huning Mill, with its successful operation and 
guaranteed water flow, was seen with envy by the 
other mills.

In early 1892, someone torched the Huning 
Mill. The burning structure sent flames high into 
the night sky. It was no match for the dozens of 
neighbors and friends attempting to extinguish 
the fire with a bucket brigade. By morning, the 
once famous mill was only a few smoldering 
embers. A mill owner in Belen was suspected of 
setting the blaze, though no historical information 
of an arrest was found. The Huning Mill was 
located about where the Old Mill Farm and Ranch 
Supply is located today.

Louis Huning had lost his flour mill business. 
John Greenwood had lost his livelihood. Los 
Lunas had lost their mill. While there were no 
doubt discussions to replace the mill, in the end, 
Huning decided not to rebuild. John was suddenly 
out of a job. Knowing that the mill was set ablaze 
by vindictive neighbors, John and his family 
looked for a less hostile community in which to 
live. They looked south – to Socorro.

Grist Mills in Socorro

Grist is an old-world term for “grain” and a mill 
that processes the raw wheat or corn into the meal 
or flour is called a grist mill. A miller or millwright 
is the person who runs the mill.

A grain mill could be a profitable business. 
Typically, the miller would hold back a portion of 
the milled grain in lieu of pay, usually around six 
percent. The miller would then sell his collected 
portion at market. With a good customer base and 
processing plenty of grain, this could be a 
handsome profit for the miller.

John Greenwood and family arrived in Socorro 
shortly after the Los Chavez fire in 1892. 
Investigating the potential for building a mill, he 

Courtesy of Paul F. Huning
Paul F. Huning provided this photo of the Huning Mill in 
Los Chavez, with the inscription “The picture is how the 
mill site looks today. There is a private family cemetery 
adjacent to this.”

Courtesy Ohio Millwright Museum
Early “grist mills” used water 
to power handmade wooden 
gears to turn the millstones. 
When the water failed to run, 
so did the mill.

noted there were 
only two dominant 
g r i s t  m i l l s  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  
Socorro.

The first was 
Antonio Abeyta's 
flour mill. Water 
f r o m  S o c o r r o  
Springs powered 
the Abeyta Mill on 
its way to the old 
stone reservoir  
t h a t  s t o r e d  
Socorro's water. In the 1890s, Zim Gibbons and a 
man known only as Van Pelt appeared to be co-
owners or employees.

About a quarter-mile north, another spring, 
called the Vigil Spring, turned the water wheel and 
millstones at the mill built by Manuel Vigil. His 
son, Severo Vigil, ran a mercantile store and ranch 
in Lemitar and helped his father when he could.

The Vigil's were one of the original pioneer 
families in Socorro and built this first  mill in the 
area in the 1850s.  However, the water flow from 
Vigil Springs became very sporadic during the 
1870s and the mill was closed.



The Zimmerly Mill

When John Greenwald arrived in 1892, he 
found the largest grist mill in Socorro to be the 
Zimmerly Mill, built by Samuel James Zimmerly . 

Zimmerly came to New Mexico with the 
California Volunteers during the Civil War and 
discharged from Ft. Craig. Staying in the area, he 
soon married Maria Pablita Torres.

They built a mill at the foot of the mountain at 
the old abandoned Vigil Mill and spring in the 
mid-1870s. Zimmerly built a rock and mud dam to 
store water from the meager Vigil Spring. In later 
years, he dug a shaft into the spring to increase the 
water flow - and dug a nearby well. These 
measures, giving Zimmerly an almost endless 
supply of water, kept his water wheel and 
millstones turning almost constantly.

In 1887, Sam Zimmerly became quite ill and 
died the following year. 

When John Greenwald arrived in Socorro in 
1892, the Zimmerly Mill was still the most 
productive in the region, now being run by Sam's 
widow, Pablita, and their son Juan.

The Crown Mill

In spite of other flour mills in Socorro, John 
Greenwald decided to build one of his own anyway 
– his life's wish. With nearly 30 years of 
experience as a millwright, he knew how to build a 
mill, and how not to.

The largest problem was finding a reliable 
source of water to power the machinery. Spring 
and river water was unreliable. When the water 
flow became weak, the water wheels and 
millstones ground to a halt and sat idle until 
adequate water flowed again.

Greenwald decided his millstones would be 
powered by steam generated by a coal fired boiler. 
He also decided to build his mill along the new 
tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad line running to 

Courtesy of Socorro County Historical SocietyIn
In the 1870s, the abandoned Vigil mill was bought, 
and rebuilt, by Samuel Zimmerly. Powered by a new 
well, reservoir, and water wheel, the Zimmerly Mill 
operated from about 1876 until 1913.

Photo by Paul Harden
The ruins of the Zimmerly Mill still stand at the foot 
of “M” Mountain by the old Vigil Springs.

The Old Zimmerly Flour Mill
M a g d a l e n a .  H e  
located his mill, not 
only along the train 
tracks, but where the 
Camino Real entered 
Socorro from the 
south – today's Cuba 
R o a d  a n d  S o u t h  
Cal i fornia  street .  
After all, the railroad 
was great for getting 
flour to market, but 
the local farmers still 
used wagons, along 
the Camino Real, for 
bringing their grain to 
the mills.

Construction of 
Greenwald's mill was 
begun in late 1892. By 
the spring of 1893, the 
mill was completed 

and the Crown Mill opened for business. The 
steam powered mill quickly proved to be a tactical 
advantage. A well next to the mill provided the 
water for the boiler, though only a fraction of the 
water required by a water-powered mill.

This first Crown Mill was a single story brick 
building – not the three story mill one sees today. 
While the steam engine powered the millstones, 
all other operations were done by hand. The 

Courtesy of Patrick Graves
John Greenwald,  Sr. ,  
builder of the Crown Mill. He 
was a proud delegate to the 
Grand Army of the Republic 
honoring Union soldiers in 
the Civil War.



hundreds of pounds of grain milled each day were 
laboriously moved from one machine to another 
by shovel and hoe. Still, the Crown Mill operated 
around the clock trying to keep up with demand 
and made John Greenwald a decent profit.

The New Crown Mill

During the winter of 1898-1899, Greenwald 
greatly expanded his operation. The Crown Mill 
grew from a single story brick building to today's 
three-story landmark building. The old mill was 
completely gutted. At great expense, Greenwald 
purchased the best motor-driven milling 
machinery available at the time. Gone were the 
heavy millstones, replaced with motorized metal 
grinders and other machines.

The May 5, 1899 Socorro Chieftain reported on 
the progress: “The Crown Mill is making 
substantial improvements to their already very 
complete plant. A large warehouse is nearing 
completion which will have a capacity sufficient 
to store grain enough to keep the mill running for 
several months at a time.”

What John Greenwald built is known as a 
gravity-feed mill. Arriving grain is carried to the 
top floor by conveyor belts where it first passes 
through a separator to remove the chaff, then 
washed and dried to make a clean grain. The 
washed and dried grain falls by gravity to the 
second floor where machines grind the grain and 
another, called the “bolter,” sorts it into the 
different desired meals. Course milled grain is 
used for animal feed; intermediate grade, the 
“middlings,” are most commonly used for cereals 
and whole wheat, and flour is made from the finely 

ground meal. The final product is again dried and 
cooled, to keep it from being sticky, before being 
sacked.

A skilled miller would roll the finished product 
between his forefinger and thumb to judge the 
quality of the grain, ensure the sorters, screeners 
and sifters were properly set, and if any of the 
machinery needed adjustments. This is where the 
term “rule of thumb” came about.

A new and larger coal-fired steam engine on the 
ground floor was installed to power all of the new 
machinery, driven by large leather belts running 
to the second and third stories. The new mill was 
almost fully automatic, eliminating most of the 
hand work required by the older mill – and that of 
Greenwald's competitors.

So how well did Greenwald's new mill work out? 
The July 21, 1900 Socorro Chieftain gives us a 

Courtesy of Socorro County Historical Society
A 1903 photo of the new 3-story Crown Mill and new 
warehouse addition on the left.

Photo by Paul Harden
The Golden Crown Mill a century later. The warehouse 
portion was razed years ago.

Courtesy of Patrick Graves
A turn of the century photo of inside the Crown Mill. 
From l-r, John Greenwald, Sr., son Joe Greenwald, 
Carlos Salas, and Pedro Torres.

19031903 20052005



hint by reporting, “The Crown Mill is running day 
and night and turning out about 10,000 pounds 
of flour daily.” By 1922, the Chieftain reported the 
mill was shipping 160 railroad carloads of flour 
each year – a respectable yield by any measure.

In 1900, with the new Crown Mill in full 
production, John Greenwald was 58 years old. 
Shortly thereafter, he semi-retired and turned 
over operation of the mill to his two sons, John 
Oswald Greenwald and Joseph Greenwald. The 
name of the mill was changed to the Golden Crown 
Mill. Photographs of the mill and workers of this 
era identifies Carlos Salas, Ramon Salas, Pedro 
Torres, and Juan Martinez as principal workers in 
the mill.

In 1912, the Crown Mill incorporated with 
retired John Greenwald, Sr., President. John 
Greenwald, Jr. handled most of the outside work 

night and day and turning out first class flour. 
The mill has been thoroughly overhauled and 
refitted until it is now one of the finest flouring 
mills in the territory.” Of course, this was a year 
before Greenwald expanded his gravity-fed 
Crown Mill.

Blackington did not operate the Zimmerly Mill 
for long as he was elected Socorro County Sheriff 
in 1899. The mill reverted back to Pablita and 
Juan Zimmerly, who operated the mill until 1913.

The Crown Mill was one of Socorro's shining 
businesses for many years and considered the 
dominant mill between Albuquerque and El Paso 
into the 1930s, when business began to decline.

The great flood of 1929 was the first blow. Not 
only did this flood destroy the town of San 
Marcial, but destroyed thousands of acres of farm 
land along the Rio Grande. Socorro County 
farmers were decimated. It took several years for 
some of the inundated farmland to again support 
agriculture. By then, the United States was feeling 
the pain of the Great Depression. In 1933, the 
Crown Mill reverted to seasonal operation, 
milling grain only during the harvest season.

The final blow to the Crown Mill was the 
changing face of Americana. In the 1880s, there 
were about 23,000 grist mills in the United States. 
Most of these were “neighborhood mills,” like the 
Golden Crown Mill, providing grains for local use. 
Nearly every community had a local grist mill. 

of the mill while Joe 
served as the miller 
and in charge of the 
inside work.

Stretching back to 
t h e  1 7 0 0 s ,  t h e  
Greenwalds, once the 
G r u e n w a l d s  i n  
G e r m a n y ,  s e t  a  
tradition of naming 
their sons John. The 
builder of the Crown 
M i l l  w a s  l o c a l l y  
k n o w n  a s  J o h n  
Greenwald, Sr. while 
the younger John was often called “junior.” John 
Greenwald, Sr., and son Joseph, both died in 1923, 
leaving operation of the mill to John Osmond 
Greenwald, or junior.

By then, John Osmond also had a son named 
John Lewis Greenwald. Two more generations of 
Johns followed, making a total of six John 
Greenwalds since emigrating from Russia. Five of 
those John Greenwald's lived in Socorro. Through 
marriage, the prominent Greenwald family also 
included the Terry and the Graves families .

No mention is found in the old Socorro 
Chieftains of the Abeyta mill after 1900, 
suggesting they had closed, no doubt unable to 
compete with the Crown Mill's 10,000 pounds a 
day competition.

The Zimmerly mill, however, continued to 
operate. As reported in the August 20, 1897 
Socorro Chieftain, “The old Zimmerly mill now 
operated by Dr. C.F. Blackington is running 

Courtesy of Patrick Graves
John Osmond Greenwald 
ran the Crown Mill from 
1923 until his death in 1965.

Courtesy El Defensor Chieftain archives
A 1965 photo in El Defensor Chieftain shows four 
generations of Greenwalds, all with the first name of 
John, with the caption, “From left are John Greenwald, 
Sr., of Socorro, who is the third John Greenwald in the 
family to live in the United States; the sixth sixth John, 
held in the arm of his father, John No. 5, who is with the 
Bureau of Land Management in Montana; and the fourth 
John, who lives on Bullock Avenue, Socorro.”



In the early 1900s, local mills were becoming a 
“thing of the past.” By the 1930s, General Mills, 
Pillsbury Flour Mills, and Northwestern 
Consolidated Milling Company, all located in 
Minneapolis, Minn., controlled 97 percent of the 
nation's flour production. This literally forced 
thousands of mills out of business inside of 20 
years. Socorro's Golden Crown Mill, one of the last 
operational mills in the Southwest, filled it's last 
bag of flour in 1938.

Golden Crown Lumber

John Osmond Greenwald converted his flour 
mill into a hardware, lumber and coal distributing 
business. A year later, World War II brought an 
immediate halt to new construction and rationing 
of the wartime materials. Like most Socorroans, 
John struggled for the duration of the war. 

John Osmond's son, John Lewis Greenwald, 
worked for his father during the last days of the 
mill and the early days of the lumberyard.

When the war ended, Crabtree Lumber and the 
Crown Mill emerged as the dominant lumber and 
hardware businesses in Socorro. Both also served 
as coal distributors into the 1950s, when the 
demand for heating coal was replaced by more 
modern natural gas furnaces. The coal mines at 
Carthage also closed during this period.

John Osmond Greenwald operated his 
hardware and lumber business until his death in 
1965, bringing a 73 year era to an end. The coal 
boilers, milling machines, and the saws of the 
lumberyard, have been silent for many years, but 
the old Crown Mill remains as one of Socorro's 

most notable historic landmarks, and one of the 
few left in the Southwest.

Crown Mill Today

Following the death of John Osmond 
Greenwald, the mill was purchased by Art 
Murphy. He used the building for his carpentry, 
woodworking and finishing business for years, 
using only the ground floor portion of the mill. The 
top two floors, containing the old milling 
machinery, was left untouched. The building has 
sat abandoned ever since.

Edward and Martha Savedra, like many 
Socorroans, loved the old three-story Crown Mill 

Courtesy of Twin Cities History
Huge flour mills powered by the Mississippi River, such 
as General Mills and Pillsbury, quickly put thousands of 
local flour mills out of business. In 1929, this Pillsbury 
mill in Minneapolis, MN, produced 13,000 barrels of 
finished flour per day, compared to the Crown Mill’s 
capacity of about 180 barrels per day.

Photo by Paul Harden
A rare 1940 carpenter’s pouch from the Crown Mill 
Lumber Co. It was once displayed at Crabree Lumber 
and in the proud possession of Susan Leviner.

Photo by Paul Harden
On a recent trip to Socorro, brothers Patrick and Terry 
Graves presented Bob Eveleth, president of the Socorro
County Historical Society, with an unused flour sack 
from the Crown Mill. Patrick and Terry are great 
grandsons of John Greenwald, Sr.



building and disturbed by its gradual deterioration. 
In 2003, they purchased the old mill.

Using the resources of their Lemitar-based 
Edward's Construction Company, they went to 
work to stabilize the building and to minimize 
further decay. The third story, constructed entirely 
of wood, has seen the most weather damage. This 
received the first priority. Today, a new Pro Panel 
roof and strengthening of the wood framing and 
siding now protects the structure. 

Photo by Paul Harden
Edward Savedra, today’s 
owner of the Crown Mill, 
has been restoring the old 
landmark building.

Photo by Paul Harden
The Crown Mill today (2011). Owner Edward Savedra 
has completely rebuilt the deteriorating 3rd story walls, 
sidings, and roof – giving it a structurally sound and 
fresh appearance.

Courtesy Socorro El Defensor Chieftain archives
The “Greenwald Story”was a 2-part article published in 
the July 20 and July 22, 1965 issues of the Chieftain.

Savedra concedes 
that he has no real 
p lans  for  the  o ld  
b u i l d i n g ,  s u c h  a s  
converting it to office 
space or other use. He 
simply wants to protect 
the  bui lding from 
further deterioration 
and restore it to the 
original appearance as 
much as feasible, then 
“Go from there.”

Inside the mill, most 
of the old machinery is 
still in place, making it 
a true historical gem.

Approaching 120 
years old, much of the 

massive wood floor beams and brick work remain 
in relatively good shape. However, holes in the 
floors, where the large leather drive belts once ran, 
missing or rotting floor boards, and deteriorating 
stairs between the floors makes the interior rather 
dangerous. This is the current focus of repairs.

Today, thanks to the Savedra's efforts and love, 
the mill is again looking sharp. She seems to have a 
smile on her face once again. And, so do the John 
Greenwalds – all six generations of them.

Some of the references used in this article:
Archive issues of the Socorro Chieftain and 
Valencia County News-Bulletin; “The Greenwald 
Story,” El Defensor Chieftain, July 20 and 22, 1965; 
Germans From Russia Heritage Society; Valencia 
County Historical Society; and field work by the 
author. A special thanks to John Greenwald's great 
grandsons, Patrick and Terry Graves, now living in 
Louis iana,  for  fami ly  informat ion and 
photographs, and Edward Saavedra for access to 
the building.
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