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Ada Ferguson interviewed by Sue Little 

Mrs. Ferguson, when did you come to Socorro County?  1942.  That's when you came to Socorro, when did
you come to Socorro County?  1932.  When did you come to New Mexico?  In 1922.  Why did you come?   
When Preston was a young man I came out to visit him and married him the day I got here.  Where was 
he?  In Ft. Baird in Silver City.  Was he a patient?  Yes, he was a patient.  Where did you come from Mrs. 
Ferguson?  Alexandria, Louisiana.  That was a Veteran's Hospital there in Louisiana.  You have a tiny bit 
of accent.  Canadian - I got my nurse's training in Calgary, Alberta and then went back to Hamilton and 
stayed there till - this is a sad story - stayed there until my father's death, and I went to Detroit  and nursed 
in the City of Detroit Receiving Hospital.  At that time I though I would like to go into the Veterans' 
Bureau.  I was accepted by the Veterans' Bureau - or rather it was the U.S. Public Health Service which 
was later transferred to the Veterans' Bureau in Alexandria.  Were you in World War I?  No, my father was 
ill and I knew that his health wouldn't allow me to go.  In World War II, I was beyond the age.  Well, tell 
me when did you go to Albuquerque. How long were you in Silver City?  Less than a year and then went to 
Albuquerque and stayed there until 1932.  Were you nursing there?  I was for a year and then in the Santa 
Fe Hospital, the railroad hospital.  The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe , huh?  What's in that hospital now? 
It's a mission of the Catholic Church.  Then I helped move to the new hospital on Central Avenue before I 
resigned.  You resigned to go where?  Just to keep house.  After you left Albuquerque, where did you go?  
To Magdalena.  How long were you in Magdalena?  About ten years?  Yes.  Did you nurse in Magdalena? 
Special duty cases, and then I came down to Socorro.  You were rearing your children weren't you?  How 
many children did you have?  I had two.  Did you make the trip by train or by car?  By car.   But your son 
did work at the station, didn’t he?  Oh yes, he was a Western Union boy.  In the days when Western Union 
was so important.  You told me in the time before we began to tape about a cattle drive.  I saw one small 
cattle drive.  We drove out and saw them driving 25 head or so down through a gully or creek bed and it 
was quite interesting.  But I didn't happen to see any of the big cattle drives from the west.  I was interested
in what you said about the men at the railroad station working.  Morning, noon, and  night, during the 
cattle drives, and that included Sunday and all the time for my son.  And didn't you have to take his meals 
down?  I did one day.  And what did Mr. Zimmerly say to you? Was he station manager?   He was the 
station agent.  There was booths there and one was Western Union - and I can't remember the name of the 
other one, but the two men were there.  And what did he tell your son?  Oh, he said never worry it would 
only be your mother that bring your meals to you.  Did you know Agnes Cleveland  ?   I met her at tea her 
sister gave.  At the time the book, No Life for a Lady, was published and Christina Blackburn and Mr. 
McTavish came to a tea out thee in Datil and it was very interesting.  They talked of the different things.  
What was the story you told me about the bet he lost?  When he went to the barber shop?  No, I don't think 
it was a bet.  The book says it was a bet, but as I understood it some central cattle ranchers were in town 
that morning and Ray Morley had long red hair and a red beard and always wore fringed leather jackets.  
The cattle men said we're business men - we're not so darn picturesque as all that and they had a little 
meeting and they took Ray to the barber shop and held him down while the barber shaved him and cut his 
hair.  Was Mr.McTavish in on that?  Mr. McTavish took his picture as he came out of that barber shop.  
What about life in Magdalena at that time?  That was 40 or 50 years ago.  Well, it was small town life.  
Just like any small town.  Did they have hotels - it was before the day of motels?  The Hammond?  was a 
very big hotel and Mr. and Mrs. Funk had the other hotel down at the Beckham-McTavish store, I can't 
think of the name of it.    It had a nice dining room - it was a nice hotel.  The Hammond Hotel was down on
the Main Street.    And there was a Chevrolet company there at the time?  Yes.  I was also interested in the 
night the hotel burned.  Well, my husband was away, and I awakened that night and heard several shots - 
there was so much shooting .  I pulled the covers over my head and went back to sleep and then the next 
morning when I went downtown I found a stone building at the main square had burned down overnight.  
And having no sirens or anything they just (-----).   What about a flagpole?  There's a flagpole in the main 
intersection in town, and there is a story years before on election day, they took their elections so seriously 
that three men lay dead around that flagpole - years before I ever went there so I can't vouch for the truth of
it.  It's a good story, anyway.  What about Kelly?  Kelly was quite a deserted town when I went there, and 



in fact the first drive I took up through Kelly there were posters for Calvin Coolidge in the bar windows.  
And of course there was a lot there.  They say the graveyard, so many people put that rare mineral, 
smithsonite, around the graves.  But now, smithsonite is so very rare, one man gave me a a couple of rare 
pieces.  And it all disappeared from the cemetery.  I guess so.  Tim Hughes had a very good collection - he 
was a mining man from there and he had a very good collection of smithsonite.  Some of it was in 
columnar form, and he used to use it as door stoppers.  I think he bought it from one woman - this piece 
that he used for a door stop.  And he said he was offered $700 for the piece that had been used as a door 
stop.  What about that road you told me about - Corkscrwe Canyon road?  I think it ran out to the Railston 
ranch and it was a very, very, jigsaw turning road and Jimmy Railston said he was always scared by the 
speed his mother used in driving that.  A new road has been built since.  They don't use Corkscrew Canyon.
You remember the road from Magdalene to Socorro being paved?  Yes.  Not the one through Blue 
Canyon?  No.  That was before I went to Magdalena.  When did you come to Socorro?  Well - to stay - in 
1942.  I came down to take charge of Doc Lemon's? little hospital.  Where was it?  Down the main drag 
where the Head Start is.  And it was the only hospital in Socorro?  At that time.  You told me about some 
difficulty he was having getting nurses.  Oh yes, he had been trying to get different nurses, and I came 
down temporarily until he could get a nurse, but it was '42 and war time, so I decided to stay on.  You 
stayed for seven years didn't you?  I stayed for seven years until his death.  By that time, did they have 
another hospital?  No, they built the other hospital afterwards, I think.  Different ones took it after his 
death.  But I didn't go back.  I had worked for the one man and knew what he did and I thought I should try 
something different so I went over to the TB San until it went to Ft. Stanton.  In fact I worked eleven and a 
half years in the State of New Mexico.  I quit in the spring of '61.  For which I got a pension.  That's good -
everything helps.  As you look back now on Socorro County generally, what are the biggest changes you 
find?  Oh, more new buildings.  Of course, the college here has grown so tremendously and there are more 
motels and restaurants.  More tourists all the time.  Any other memories?  If you would give me half an 
hour, I could think up an answer, but not right off.  

Second Interview, Abigail Bianchi

My guest today is Abigail Bianchi.  .You are Spanish?  And you've lived in Socorro County all your life?  
I've lived here since I got married 25 years ago.  I understand that you went to the convent?  Yes.  Why was
that?  Why when you're small my father - we were orphans - my mother died when I was ten years old, so 
my father and my aunt raised me.  We lived in Albuquerque, and then we moved back to San Antonio and 
he brought my sister and I to the convent.  And you were boarding students?  I didn't know until this 
morning when I interviewed (---) that boys could go to the convent.  Did they have many of them?   Yeah, 
they had quite a few. I regret so much that they tore down that old convent.  If we could just get that and 
the Park Hotel back and restore the Opera House we would be very, very fortunate because these buildings
are disappearing all the time.  Tell me what you remember about the convent.  I've asked several people 
about the convent, but they didn't seem to remember very much about it.  We would have the chapel and 
math every morning.  And all of the teachers were sisters, huh?  You didn't have any lay teachers.  And 
were they as strict as the stories you hear about them?   They were strict, and I think it was good, too.  
Could you ever go out?   The sisters would take us to a show sometimes and they used to take us to town.  I
remember I used to go to town with the sisters and go shoppin'.  But you couldn't go without them?  No 
There's discipline and what you need now is discipline because the world is in such a mess.  When you 
went to high school here, were they having it in two languages?  No, only one.  Well (---) said when he first
went to school they were having it a half day in Spanish and a half day in English and he was speaking 
more Spanish than English and that's one reason why they sent him to the convent.  I'm Spanish, but I 
learned it by myself.  I didn't take any.  Did you speak any Spanish at home.  Yes, we all spoke Spanish by 
ourselves and with the sisters.  Well, so many children today are not being taught Spanish and that's bad.  
Well, whom do you remember in high school?   In high school, I remember Holm Bursum, Alice Del Curto,
she was my best friend. Alice Zimmerly, she used to be a Zimmerly.  She's coming in tomorrow afternoon. 
What was it the boys said about you girls having to (-----)   Yeah, Holm Bursum used to pull our papers 
from our door. I used to be mad at him all of the time.    Did you have braids that they could pull?   Yeah, 
we had braids.  What do you remember most about high school?  What do you remember about the 
convent.  I used to like it - I liked the sisters very much.  We used to go frog leg hunting.  You remember 
that little ditch at the front of the church - and the sister used to take us every evening to catch frogs.  I 



remember that so much that it makes me hungry for frog's legs, and we used to like 'em - and another thing 
we used to like was a gravy we used to make, and I never did learn what kind of gravy that was.  They used
to serve us and I guess we were hungry and that's why it was so good.  Well, you probably had a long 
school day.  There was a girl there named Sadia? used to help the sisters cook.  She knew how to make that 
gravy, and one time I saw her and I asked her outside of school and she said I'll tell you how to make that 
gravy and she told me but I forgot all about it.  I could kill myself - I still want to make some of that gravy. 
I think it was made with corn meal or something, I don't know.  It had a different taste.  I remember very 
often the frog legs.  Sister Serebra?  was the Mother Superior, and she was very nice.   I took violin and my 
sister took piano lessons and we used to play them.  Another one that was in school with us was Gordon 
Herkimer He's some kind of supervisor or something.  He and I used to play violin together, I remember 
that.   But he was a baseball player.  All the boys would have to be, wouldn't they?  Outside of Holm 
Bursum taking your papers and (----) them what else do you remember about high school?   It was in the 
old building where the cafetorium is now where Torres is now, and that was the high school.  And later 
they built that other one.  So many people here went to the little red school house.  No, I didn't get to go to 
that.  Well, I'll say again, one of the tragedies of Socorro is that they tore that convent down.  Well, after 
you left high school, what did you do?   Well,  Mr. Lehr?  from San Antonio needed a girl down there at 
Christmas time.  He had a big store, a general merchandise store, and the girl who was working had left for 
Albuquerque, so he needed a girl, and he knew I was about to finish the eleventh grade, so he asked my 
father if I could go down and work for him.  So my father called me and asked if I could go down, and I 
said, well I still have a year and a half of high school to go and I want to finish.  But he said, after you 
finish you'll be working for Mr. Lehr anyhow, so you might as well start right now, and he promised to 
help me with the bookkeeping because that's what I was taking in school so he promised to help teach me 
bookkeeping.  I worked there 16 years until I got married.  I was 16 years old when I started working for 
him.  And you didn't marry until you was 31.  I had to work because I had to help my dad - he had married 
again.  His wife died too, his second wife, so I was the oldest  child, so I kept on working.  My sister got 
married.  Didn't you tell me she was very active in the Historical Society there?   Also in art.  This train 
came from Michigan or wherever it came from so she called me in the morning, "You better rush down 
here and see this train."  So I got some ladies to come over, two of my friends to come with me so we went 
down --  It was in the Chieftain yesterday.  Before you were married in San Antonio - let's talk a little 
about San Antonio.  --Bookkeeping and buying the merchandise - the dry goods - and I used to do the 
buying.  He was very nice to me.  What about San Antonio, do you remember anything about Hilton, the 
hotel man?  Yes, I remember something about him - not too much, but I remember that building was there. 
Later on it turned into a dance hall.  Louis Miera and his wife took over. The Zimmerlys were there- they 
ran that as a --not  a grocery store -- a drug store.  I know Mrs. Sarracino in Polvadera said they came by 
wagon one time a month to Socorro to buy.  In San Antonio we still had the Midland train that came from 
Carthage bringing the coal to San Antonio.  How often did it come?  Did it run on schedule?   Yes, there 
would be one car of passengers.  It wasn't narrow gauge, it was regular track, wasn't it?   Yes.  You can 
still see where the mines were.  You never have been out there?  No, there's so much to see around here --- 
The cemetery is there.  I've seen it from the road, but I've never walked up there.  Those two little towns 
were very prosperous you know, and there were a lot of people working in the coal mines.   There's a lot of 
coal still there, but they would have to take it out with pit mines.  A lot of people from the east got 
interested in buying  that ---.  Have you ever seen a strip mine?  Where they go in with a big shovel and 
mine it.  I was in Minnesota last year and they have just about ruined half of Minnesota.  They have stem 
shovel that can pick up coal larger than this room and they turn it upside down, and all the good soil is on 
the bottom.  And then your land is ruined because it's very expensive to re-sod it.  Don't they give money 
for that or the state should.  But the land is ruined -you should just see Minnesota.  They wanted to buy 
Tokay and Carthage -- most people are interested from the east and I hear it's on account of the minerals.  
Oh, I really don't want strip mining in our beautiful New Mexico.  I hope the state makes it against the law 
for strip mining because wherever they go the land is ruined.  It's something fairly new and I've read a lot 
about it because it just ruins the country.  Well, they have to dig under.  That's too expensive to dig under 
and they have these huge machines.  ----And the train ran very day.  Yes, I remember it used to bring 
packages, not very many.  Considering there is no good road we had a lot of customers from there. I know 
all the ranch people out there come in.  We have two big arguments.  I had two interviews and one said in 
1922 the road to Magdalene was paved.  Indeed not, there was no paved road to Magdalena in 1822,  And 
they said the old road from here to Albuquerque crossed the river seven times.  I remember father had a big
car - Oldsmobile - real heavy, and it was slow, slow, barely making it.  Some of 'em didn't make it.  They 



moved the road from Blue Canyon and very narrow too with lot of curves.  Well then you married, a man 
in San Antonio.  Did you live in San Antonio?  -----then my husband died 16 years ago.  Then I had my 
little store.  I remember your little store, I was in it a number of times.  What are the big changes in 
Socorro?   It's very different - even this library.  I wanted o come to the opening but I didn't have a chance. 
It's a beautiful library.  Martin Speare went to school when you went to school.  Oh sure, and his father was
manager of Lehr's for a while when I was working down there.  This library was named for Martin Speare. 
Well, I saw the old library when I first came, and I can tell you this is quite an improvement  What other 
changes?   The trailers.  There are some on the other side of the tracks.  Have you been out that way?  
There was nothing there before.  When you first came here, how did you come, did you drive?  Oh yes, it 
was still the old road, it wasn't paved.  Yes, this new road has only been finished the last two years.  As a 
matter of fact I think the old road's prettier than the new one,  We came through the old road the other day 
when I went to a funeral.   Not too good, but it's nice.  Were you out in any of the floods?  My father lost a 
farm.  In that '28 and '29?  We didn't lose ours because it was high but it almost did.  Well your father 
passed away in San Antonio  No, we lost several.  In San Marcial people lost a couple of them.  Did you 
see that flood?  No.  You couldn't even tell there was houses. - the water rose about three feet.  We went 
down after the flood, but we couldn't get in.  Was your father able to salvage anything from the flood?  No. 
He didn't have time - it came at night.  They moved to San Antonio where we lived in another house for a 
while - it served the purpose for a while.  he had a very nice home before he lost it - a piano - you should 
see how the water came over the tracks there - what is it - the overpass?  It came over the trains and the 
tracks and all that, it came over.  Somebody w as telling me this morning how they rigged up canoes and 
patched them together and got most of their cattle out - they lost some calves but they got the cattle out in 
canoes.    Here in Socorro.  We all had a lot of trouble.  Well, it’s not supposed to flood any more, I hope it 
doesn't..  Well, in 1895 there was a cloudburst.   I wonder if you knew where the old TB San was.  Up here 
there's a big canal.  Well, they built that to take care of  the cloudbursts because that's protection for all the 
new homes here.  It has a big cement base.  It's a flood wall.  Before you know it, it's a flash flood.  They 
come from the mountains.  Real deep, real high water.  They barely got out on horses and in wagons.  We 
were trying to save our lives.  My grandmother put on a towel and a brush and just little things like that and
handkerchiefs, I remember - she made a bundle.  We didn't even think about suitcases or anything like that. 
You just see the water coming and it's going to go.  They were calling, "Get out, get out!"  At first you don't
believe it you just don't want to get out.  Where did you go?  To  town, to San Antonio, to the old town, we 
were in new town.  So they told us to get out and go to San Antonio to the old town.  Somebody even sent a
wagon to get us.  I think I took a dress and a gown or something.  And then we had to wait two days before 
we could get back to the house.  Where did you stay two days.  Over at some friends or relatives in old 
town.  We have a lot of relatives there.  We stayed there until it was dry.  Now see, San Antonio for me is 
Frank's for hamburgers.  Haven't you seen where the depot used to be?  We were a little bit east of there.  
Have you been up to Mr. Lehr's?  Well we used to live right across the street from there.  And you could 
salvage nothing from your home?  Well from ours we did, because it was up high.  The water didn't come 
too much in.  ----- It was made out of adobe and the foundation washed away.  The roof came down.  We 
couldn't have saved anything, anyway because the water came all through the house.  It was late in the 
evening, getting dark already.  We had a bad rain one day, and something broke in the river.  The river 
came all over the railroad tracks.  There is a record, En Camino? Comido? de San Marcial, have you 
heard it?  The snows in the mountains melted so quickly and the rains --- Do they have a book written of 
that?  Well, not one particular book.  You know we have six publications from the Historical Society.  Have
you seen all six of those?  No.  It's a continuing problem even with all the dams we have.  Some people 
think that when Cochiti Dam is finished it can hold all of the water.  --------Well I think most people think  
that there are enough dams. That they can control the river.  Did you ever have any difficulty with Indians?
No, my grandfather - they did because my grandfather bought a little boy a rifle.  I'm tellin' you right now, 
Mrs. Bianchi, tell me that nice story.  They knew my grandfather had a bet with that boy, but they didn't 
know how he had come, he followed a dead barranca?.  My grandfather had a store about a half mile from 
San Antonio.  That was the old days when the Indians was coming.  You can hardly believe that unless you 
watch a lot of TV.  My aunt used to tell it - it kind of made me shiver - so the last time they came and that 
was Geronimo they shot at the Indians and they brought this little boy without any clothes and all painted 
up - you know how they paint the M on the mountain?  .  And he lived with them until he was about six 
years old, and this little boy got close to my grandfather in the store and said  (---) ---ninas.  And my 
grandfather looked at him and he saw that he didn't look like an Indian, and he said, "How much do you 
want for this little boy?"   And the Indian said do you really want to buy him, and he said yes how much do



you want for him?  And we wanted everything in the store - different things, like this whole box of dry 
goods and different materials and even the white mules that they had outside and the wagon.  So my 
grandfather gave him everything he asked for - for that little boy and he kept him.  So they left him there.  
they had killed his father in Mexico - he was a Mexican.  They killed his father in Mexico.  They were both
destroying the farms and they killed the father.  What happened to his mother?  I don't know where she 
was.  He never did know where he was from?  He knew his first name, he said (Noam?) that's all he knew.  
So my grandfather adopted him.  They took the mules and the wagon and a lot of groceries and dry goods.  
What a wonderful story.   What a wonderful man that your grandfather was willing to do that.  You know, 
that man was better than a brother to my father.  Did he leave any family?   Yes, he had a boy and a girl.  
Do they live in Socorro County?  No.  Every time I go to Albuquerque I talk to them.  I want you to make a
list of stories that you could tell me because this has been very interesting.  I've never heard that story of  
buying a boy, was that a common practice?  Must have been, but that's the only one I heard of that was 
bought.  And he came up o your grandfather and said, "I am not an Indian.  Buy me."  He wanted a bolt of 
material, they wanted food, they wanted the white mules and the wagon, and my grandfather was so 
anxious to get the boy away from the Indians, he gave them everything they asked for.  It is a true story.  
That's why it' so wonderful.  And Geronimo is the one that sold him?  Yes.  We called him uncle, because 
we were born after that.  Is he still living?  No, no, he died right after my father.                                             


